
Ecuador is bracing itself for more protests after 
President Lenin Moreno announced a new austerity 

package including public-sector cuts. Speaking on 
national television on Tuesday evening, Moreno said 
that he will seek to improve debt payment terms and 
slash $1.4 billion from the government’s budget in 
response to the crash in oil prices and the economic 
effects of the coronavirus.

“The global coronavirus disease is creating an 
economic crisis worldwide and has hit Ecuador hard.”

He added that production, exports, tourism “and 
many other commercial activities” have been damaged 
by the outbreak.

The collapse of crude prices, due to falling 
demand as the new coronavirus spreads globally and 
a price war between major producers Saudi Arabia and 
Russia, has also upended Moreno’s hopes of closing 
Ecuador’s gaping fiscal deficit and cutting debt.

Moreno cited the global slump in oil prices as a 
factor in the country’s economic crisis. Brent crude 
oil has dropped to less than $36 per barrel, while the 
government had budgeted for $51 in 2020.

“That means that, every day, we lose a little 
more than $8 million in revenue,” he said, warning of 
cumulative losses of $2.9bn in 2020 should the trend 
continue. cont. page 4.

What is known in 
Ecuador about the 

COVID-19 coronavirus? 
Critics say only what 

the Ministry of Health 
makes known in daily 
reports on the number 
of cases and people in 
isolation, and the general 
state of the internees. 
There is no scientific 
research on the SARS-
CoV-2 virus, which causes 
COVID-19 disease. 

The criticism of the 
Ecuadorian Academy of 
Medicine and researchers 
is that the Ministry of 
Health does not provide 
transparent information 

and data is held tightly, 
preventing scientific 
studies, unlike what 
has happened in other 
countries in the region. 

In Chile, which has 
17 confirmed cases, 
researchers from the 
Department of Molecular 
Genetics and Viral 
Diseases of the Institute 
of Public Health (ISP) 
deciphered the genetic 
structure of the new 
coronavirus in less than 
a week, after their first 
infection was recorded 
last Tuesday. 

cont. page. 4
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Pick up a copy of The Cuenca 
Dispatch near you!

You can find The Cuenca Dispatch at 
the following locations:

• Supermaxi Las 
Américas

• Supermaxi Don Bosco
• Fabiano´s
• San Sebas Café
• Common Grounds
• Oro Verde Café

• Café Del Museo
• Sabatino’s Garden 

Restaurant
• Sunrise Café
• Don Colón
• 7 Bakery Coffee

More locations coming soon!

Want another expat hangout added 
to the list of locations where you can 

find The Cuenca Dispatch?

Let us know!

Email us at 
info@thecuencadispatch.com
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Fun By The Numbers

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love Sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will 
have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your 
pencil and put your Sudoku savvy to the test!
Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9X9 grid, broken down into nine 
3X3 boxes. To solve a Sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the number will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

By
Michael
Soares

We’ve survived worse than this

Wow, a lot has sure happened in the week since my last column. And 
a lot more will happen before this week’s edition hits the newsstand. 

I’m talking about the coronavirus of course. 
Things are moving so fast that almost anything written today will be 

outdated by tomorrow. That’s both good and bad. It means unfortunately 
that the virus is continuing to spread across the globe. It also means that 
governments are taking bold actions to try to stop it.

Last night in the US, President Trump shocked much of the world by 
announcing a travel ban on flights from the European Union. Bold move. 
And while as you know, I rarely ever agree with something he has done, 
this was a move I can support him on. I know, the plan has its flaws. For 
example, why are the UK and Ireland exempt? And why only Schengen 
European countries? What about Eastern Europe?

Nonetheless, I support this action for two reasons. One, it was a move 
that goes totally against his grain. Meaning, it will further tank the stock 
markets and increase the likelihood of a recession. And two, he did it for 
the right reason—to try to reduce the spread of the virus in the US.

There is of course huge debate on whether it will make a difference. 
But history does show that in pandemics, isolation does help reduce the 
spread of a virus (e.g., the 1918 flu). However, this is a little bit of locking the 
barn door without taking into account that the fox is already inside.

In a situation where the virus has already started “community 
contamination,” the travel ban will only help in combinationwith strict 
quarantine and isolation efforts internally—like Hong Kong, China and now 
(probably too late), Italy have done.

So, if President Trump stays the course here, that’s what I would expect 
to see in the US next. If that doesn’t happen, then I’m not sure that the 
travel ban is going to do much to halt the spread. The virus (fox) is in the US 
already and its incubation period makes it very hard to stop. 

As we have seen in the rest of the world, the virus is attacking mostly 
the elderly (likely because of their lowered immune systems). That does 
not bode well for the US that has almost 15 million people over the age of 
65. If the virus becomes widespread in the US, with a mortality rate of 3.4% 
(or more), that would mean that up to 1.5 million of the older generation 
could die.

All of this is as difficult to project as winning the lottery. There are so 
many factors that the CDC and WHO take into account when they make 
their projections. But, if we just look at what happened in Italy, it’s clear 
that this virus could reach all corners of the US within the next one to two 
months.

We can also be sure that there will be plenty of blame being slung 
around after this comes to an end (it will come to an end, though it may 
then become a seasonal problem like the flu or the common cold—also 
a coronavirus). That will do little good if it is purely for political reasons 
and not to stimulate an improvement of procedures for the next time a 
pandemic crosses the globe.

On a different note, someone posted something this morning about 
all the other ways people die every day, and the staggering numbers that 
those deaths represent. The author then pointed out that the coronavirus 
is only killing on average, 50 people a day. He makes a good point.

To quote just some of his numbers, every day: 24,600 people die from 
hunger; 10,000 people diebecause they do not have access to medical 
care; 1,643 people diefrom tobacco; 740 pedestrians are killed on the 
roads; and, 2,191 people die by suicide.

So, let’s try to keep this in mind as we all face this pandemic. I’m not 
trying to say that a little fear, and a lot of preparation aren’t good things to 
have in the face of this virus. In fact, for a few weeks I’ve been pushing hard 

See answers on page 10

trying to make people take the virus seriously.
But let’s also not be fatalistic about this. Yes, people will die. And likely, 

someone we know, even if peripherally, will be included in that group. So, 
we will all be impacted by this. 

And, the world economy is in for a serious correction. We all will be 
impacted by that as well. 

But, those of us who survive the virus will go on. We always do. That’s 
the nature of human beings. The human race survived the black plague. 
It survived the 1918 flu. It survived that fallout from 9/11. It will survive this.
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Ecuador braces for further unrest as 
Moreno unveils austerity package (cont)

Scientific and medical researchers 
complain about lack of coronavirus 
information from Ministry of Health  
(cont)

Given the circumstances, Moreno said he will eliminate and merge 
state agencies and cut spending. The austerity plan includes a budget cut 
of $1.4 billion, to be achieved in part by shrinking the public sector.

He also plans to seek improved payment terms of bilateral debt to 
“reschedule and adapt to our new reality,” and to seek more than $2 billion 
in financing from international financial institutions, without giving further 
details.

Other proposals include a 5% tax on the value of vehicles worth more 
than $20,000 and increased income tax withholding for large companies.

The neoliberal measures put Moreno on a collision course with 
opposition groups once more.

Indigenous protesters led almost two weeks of demonstrations in 
October after Moreno announced he would eliminate decades-old 
subsidies on diesel and gasoline following a financing deal with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). Following the protests, he walked back 
the measure and promised to find other ways to close the fiscal deficit.

Moreno said the IMF continues to support his government after 
completing a technical visit last month, “regardless of the difficulties we 
have had.” Ecuador is still waiting for a disbursement of about $348 million 
from the multilateral lender.

Late on Monday, Moreno named Rene Ortíz, an oil analyst and 
consultant, as the new Energy and Mines Minister after the previous 
Minister, José Agusto, resigned because of health problems.

The country, which produces some 540,000 barrels per day of oil, left 
OPEC earlier this year to free itself up to raise crude output.

According to the newspaper La Tercera, the ISP obtained the complete 
genome of the first four cases and identified that the virus corresponds 
to the same one registered in Wuhan, China, where the outbreak began, 
in December 2019. This information will be released to the scientific 
community through the Gisaid platform, which has already recorded 350 
different genomes from 28 countries. 

Something similar happened in Brazil. A group of researchers from 
the universities of Sao Paulo and Oxford (England) found the complete 
sequence of the virus. The discovery, which occurred less than 48 hours 
after the first case was recorded, allowed researchers to conclude that the 
virus in Brazil presented differences to that found in Wuhan. 

What’s being done in Ecuador?
In Ecuador, the opposite is occurring. Scientists have requested 

information to conduct research but have not been able to obtain the data. 
Meanwhile, neither the Ministry of Health nor the National Institute of 

Public Health Research (Inspi) have made public if there is any ongoing 
research or if they will collaborate with people outside the public sector, 
said Hugo Romo, President of the Ecuadorian Academy of Medicine. 

Therefore, based on the fact that there must be a regulation and 
guidelines from the State, César Paz y Miño, Director of the Center for 
Genetic and Genomic Research of the Equinoctial Technological University 
(UTE), said there should be more information, both for the scientific world 
as for citizens, taking into account that it is not sought to violate the 
confidentiality of people, but to obtain case data. 

For what? To discover, for example, what strain of the virus arrived in the 
country, if it is similar to others, how was the initial and subsequent contact, 
and to make mathematical calculations of possible infections. 

But, “in Ecuador nothing is known,” said Esteban Ortiz, a medical 
researcher specializing in public health at the University of the Americas. 
He said data on transmission dynamics, infection patterns, clusters of the 
new coronavirus are unknown. All these data could generate scientific 
information to make decisions. “The information is handled with secrecy. 
The research offers answers, but now they are just giving us doubts.” 

Cooperation is sought
In the absence of research, Daniel Simancas believes that universities, 

with their laboratories, could collaborate jointly with the Ministry of Health. 
In addition, Paz y Miño said that if there is no infrastructure or knowledge in 
the country, it can be coordinated with other countries. 

                 Extracted from La Hora
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SRI reminds citizens to file tax 
declarations

A total of 18 officials from the Azuay Internal Revenue Service (SRi) 
toured various businesses in the Historic Center this week to remind 

taxpayers of their income tax declaration requirements.
José Luis Vásquez, zonal director 6 of SRI, explained that during the 

operation, officials explained to citizens whose income exceeded $11,310 
in fiscal year 2019, that they have the legal obligation to make their tax 
declaration statement.

Vásquez said that this month they have an extension of the deadlines 
for compliance with tax obligations.

“In April, there is the expiration of the declarations of natural persons, 
legal entities or companies,” he said.

Vásquez added that the operations were carried out by the SRI to 
inform the public and to all doubts as to who has to carry out the process.

90% of companies in Cuenca comply 
with labor laws

In 2019, the Regional Directorate of Labor carried out a total of 
3,967 labor inspections in Cuenca and found that 90 percent of the 

companiesinspected complied with their labor obligations, according to 
Xavier Bermúdez, Regional Director.

Bermúdezexplained that during labor inspections employees are 
interviewed first, before employers. 

“The objective is not to pursue, but to protect the worker.”
As a result, they determined that around 10 percent of the city’s 

businessesoften do not comply with payments of the thirteenth and 
fourteenth salaries. Even more so, they found that many companies fail to 
pay employees correctly for additional time, extraordinary work and night 
work, he reported.

Regarding the hiring of foreigners, Bermúdezalso said that with regard 
to hiring foreigners the number of companies in non-compliance has 
decreasedduring these last three years. 

“There were [however], breaches in the form of hiring foreigners, 
especially Venezuelans, because there are companies that did not give 
them Social Security and paid them much less than the basic amount.”

In 2019, labor inspectors identified 235 foreign workers who were not 
regulated, while so far in 2020, they have only found 20.Companies that 
were found to be in non-compliance were fined up to $10,000.

The 15 officials in charge of this work registered 697 inspections in 
Cuenca and 4,741 inspections nationwide, in the first two months of the 
year.

Digital Marketing Workshop to be held 
in Cuenca

If you’re looking to raise your online presence or to bring more exposure to 
your business, there will be a “Social Media Strategy Workshop” held on 

March 21st and 22nd in Cuenca. The meeting will bring together experts in 
the management of the internet and online businesses.

Brent Hoberman, creator of LasMinute.com, says that for every 365 
days spent in the digital environment, so many new ideas are born and 
evolve “that it is impossible to be aware of all of them.”

He explained that the workshop will teach participants how to promote 
and create professional publications, manage social media, correctly 
segment their target audiences and optimize investments for better results.

Iván Caicedo will be leading the workshop and says he is looking 
forward to meeting with people who are passionate about the digital realm 
and are eager to learn.  

Caicedo has a master’s degree in Digital Media Advertising and is a 
specialist in Digital Creativity. He is also a senior digital planner for Hyundai 
EC, Ford QM, Volvo, Royal Enfield, Volkwagen, JAC, Bajaj. He was also a 
professor at the Equinoctial Technological University and a Blue It trainer.

The workshop will take place at ImpaQto Cuenca located on Avenida 
Doce de Abril and Francisco Talbot. The hours will from 09:00 to 17:00 on 
both days. The cost of the workshop is $150. Those interested in attending 
should contact Caicedo on WhatsApp at 0993596695.
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A dark secret hides in the Museo 
Pumapungo

Many of Cuenca’s residents know of Pumapungo museum and think 
they’ve seen everything it has to offer.

Pumapungo is home to a world class collection of art, artifacts, and 
more than 20 displays that illustrate the variety of Ecuador’s geographic 
regions. But for many visitors, the main draw is the museum’s collection of 
shrunken heads from the Shuar people of Amazonia.

Historically, in some indigenous cultures, part of a boy’s transition into 
manhood required that he kill an enemy and make a trophy of his skull, 
scalp, ears, or—in the case of the Shuar—the hide and hair from the entire 
head. 

The process of shrinking a head into a necklace-sized pendant, known 
as tsantsa, was unique to the Shaur. After killing and decapitating the 
enemy, the eyelids and lips were sewn or pinned shut to prevent the spirit 
from escaping. The skull was removed and replaced with a wooden ball to 
retain the shape. The head was then boiled in a special herbal tea to reduce 
it to the size of a man’s fist. After boiling, the head was dried with hot rocks 
and sand and polished with charcoal ash.

These days, young Shaur making the transition from adolescence into 
adulthood are encouraged to hunt sloths and shrink their heads—a legal 
and more socially sustainable substitute.

Outside the museum building is a four-hectare complex that includes 
the foundations for a former Incan military post, an archeological and 
ethnobotanical park with over 300 plant species, and a bird rescue center 
which includes species such as macaws, parrots, and eagles. 

Museo Pumapungo is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday, and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. It is closed on Mondays. 

You are not allowed to take photos inside the museum.

Guayaquil to limit motorcycle travel to 
one person overnight

In response to the increase in robberies being perpetrated by pairs 
of criminals on motorcycles, Guayaquil has instituted a new measure 

restricting motorcycle travel to one person during select hours of the 
evening and nighttime. 

To provide safety for its citizens,the National Police will focus its controls 
and increase patrols during the indicated hours, taking into account the 
new strategy of criminals.

Starting Monday, March 16, 2020, from 19:00 to 07:00, only “one person 
(man) will travel by motorcycle,” according to a statement from the Citizen 
Security Corporation that was issued Wednesday afternoon.

The measure was adopted based on information provided and 
processed from a criminalistic point of view, by experts from the Police. 
Based on the evidence from recent crimes, it was determined that 
criminalsare now using motorcycles to aggressively assault (with high risk 
to life) citizens who are leaving their homes to carry out their activities.

The National Authorities Security table resolved “to recommend to 
the Municipal Transit Authority (ATM), that according to the ordinance on 
the control of motorcycles that circulate in Guayaquil, extend and limit a 
person, from 19:00 and until 07:00, a measure that will apply from March 
16.” 

In other words, beginning this Monday, the ordinance will be put in 
place from 7p.m. to 7a.m., to prevent criminals from using the cover of 
darkness to carry out motorcycle assaults.
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An Argentinian who was missing for several days was found dead 
Tuesday night in a septic tank sealed with cement, at the home she 

was renting in Ballenita, a town in the province of Santa Elena, in eastern 
Ecuador. The preliminary autopsy report indicates that Gabriela Andrea 
Pedraza had multiple skull fractures and evidence that she had been 
dragged.

The officer investigating the case said Wednesday morning that the 
medical examiner has reported that the woman had a striking blow at the 
level of the skull. Police also reported that two people have been detained 
for interrogation but have not yet been charged with any crimes.

In a press conference, the police indicated that Pedraza had entered 
the country on June 18, 2019 and had already exceeded her legal status in 
Ecuador by 86 days. She missed an appointment she had scheduled for 
last Wednesday to extend her visa at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Police have still not established a motive for the 50-year-old woman’s 
murder, although they are investigating if a robbery occurred that might 
have led to a confrontation. The victim’s cell phone remains missing. Blood 
and fingerprints other than Pedraza’s were found in the home.

Gabriela Andrea Pedraza was a citizen of the Córdoba area and, 
according to her family, had come to Ecuador for tourism, but had decided 
to settle in the country.

David Ludeña, Pedraza’s son, said that the family had lost contact with 
her in recent days and had reported her disappearance at the consulate.

Pedraza was engaged in the craft trade in the Salinas area, according 
to the police.

The governor of Santa Elena lamented the murder of Argentina and 
said they he will be closely watching how the investigation moves forward.

In 2016, two Argentinian women from Mendoza were killed in Montañita, 
in the north of the province of Santa Elena.

Argentinian killed in Ballenita had 
multiple skull fractures

Minister of Finance says economic 
measures announced by Ecuador would 
have a positive impact of $2.252 billion

Ecuador’s Minister of Finance, Richard Martínez, said that with the 
economic measures that the Government has proposed, a positive 

impact of some $2.252 billion could be obtained. The greater amount has 
to do with the reduction of expenses in goods and services and capital 
goods that account for about $1.38 billion.

At a press conference, the Minister gave details about the measures and 
the external credits that can be acquired to solve the pothole generated 
by the drop in the price of crude oil and the problems of the coronavirus.

The Government expects to collect about $226 million from public 
servants, as a result of a temporary contribution that will have to do with 
the salary they receive.State employees who remain in their position and 
earn more than $801 per month will see their salary reduced by up to 8%.

The state saved $448 million last year with the dismissal of public 
workers, whose salary mass exceeds $9 billion a year.

In addition, the percentage of income tax withholding for companies 
will increase by 0.75 points, which would lead to a higher collection of 
$426 million, and through legal reform the Assembly will seek to approve 
a citizen contribution of 5% of the value of the vehicles valued at $20,000 
or more.A total of $220 million would be obtained from this contribution. 

Work is also being carried out on the bilateral debt rebalancing, and 
emergency flows that could arrive from the International Monetary Fund.

Additionally, Minister Martínez explained that the Government could 
receive some $1.4 billion in the coming weeks from a credit management 
that had been carried out for several months. Of those resources, $400 
million would be used to pay an existing line of credit.

This Thursday, the minister plans to meet with the Legislative 
Administration Council (CAL) and heads of the National Assembly, who 
will meet with Minister Martínez to analyze the economic situation of the 
country. 



 8 | www.thecuencadispatch.com | THE CUENCA DISPATCH | VOL 4 ISSUE 33

Ecuador’s dollar bonds have slumped as investors price in a higher 
probability of default following the crash in crude oil prices.
The nation’s dollar bonds due 2028 fell 10.6 cents, to 47.6 cents on the 

dollar on Monday, sending the yield surging 4.3 percentage points to 22.3%. 
The extra yield investors demand to hold Ecuadorian debt over U.S. 

Treasuries blew out 753 basis points to 27.33 percentage points. That 
compares to 28.16 percentage points for Argentina which is preparing to 
restructure its debt.

Current prices discount “a high probability of default,” for the oil 
producer, said Siobhan Morden, the head of Latin America fixed income 
strategy at Amherst Pierpont Securities in New York. “The oil shock should 
dominate near term and requires an aggressive counter-response from 
authorities to manage cashflow stress.”

Oil crashed more than 30% on Monday after the breakup of the OPEC+ 
alliance triggered an all-out price war, with both Russia and Saudi Arabia 
poised to flood the market with cheap oil. 

The Ecuadorian government was already struggling to meet its funding 
needs even before the oil price slump, and Moody’s Investors Service cut 
its credit rating deeper into junk last month, to Caa1.

On top of the collapse of the oil market, public hostility is making it 
harder for the government of President Lenin Moreno to boost tax revenue 
or curb spending.

Ecuador Yields Surge Above 20% as Oil 
Rout Boosts Default Risk

Domestic exports being impacted by 
coronavirus in China and beyond

The spread of the coronavirus throughout China (and the rest of the 
globe), has led to reductions in the export of Ecuadorian goods to the 

Chinese market.
On Tuesday, March 3rd the Government met with representatives of the 

productive, logistic and commercial sectors of the country to review the 
impact that this disease has on internal and external trade.

“We have seen a decrease in the sale of all products that go to China. 
There is low demand in banana, shrimp and cocoa,” said Iván Ontaneda, 
the Minister of Production.

Eduardo Egas, Executive President of CORPEI (a private, non-
profit agency aimed at providing services that promote productive 
competitiveness), said that the export sector not only feels the lower 
demand for products and the lack of payments, but also the shortage of 
frequencies and the absence of containers—which makes freight more 
expensive.

Supporting that claim, Richard Salazar, administrator of the Banana 
Marketing and Export Association, confirmed the lack of containers due to 
the problems in China. Salazar said that shipping companies are instituting 
surcharges of $1,200 to $,1500 per container. According to a preliminary 
calculation, the sector could lose $600,000 per week in these additional 
charges.

José Antonio Camposano, President of the National Chamber of 
Aquaculture, indicated that despite the fact that there are signs of recovery 
in China, crustacean orders have declined. He added that in other markets, 
such as the European Union and the United States, a decrease in economic 
activity and delays due to the coronavirus are also beginning to impact the 
sector.

Minister Ontaneda said that one of the other problems facing the 
commercial and export sector is the lack of liquidity due to the delay 
in payments by importing companies in China (and other important 
destinations of Ecuadorian products). This is causing delays in the 
payments of the production chains in the country.

To reduce the impact of this on Ecuador’s economy, the Government 
has opened up lines of credit through public banks to immediately 
generate loans supporting the productive and export sectors—specifically 
in production, pre-shipment and post-shipment lines.

According to Ontaneda, the National Financial Corporation is analyzing 
offering $1 million credit lines that can be approved in five days. In order for 
the commercial sector to recover liquidity, the possibility of immediately 
implementing the drawback (automatic tax refund) for the export sector 
was also raised.

A meeting with the Ministry of Economy and Finance is expected next 
week to review these proposals. 
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The Government of the Galápagos Islands, an 
Ecuadorian archipelago considered a world 

heritage site, has activated a plan to prevent the arrival 
of the coronavirus to the islands without harming 
tourism.

Norman Wray, head of the Galápagos Governing 
Council, confirmed the activation of a plan that will 
intensify controls inside and outside the islands.

“We have taken the necessary measures to prevent 
the entry of the coronavirus. The resolution that has 
been taken speaks about the inadmissibility of any 
person who has symptoms and of those who come 
from countries that the World Health Organization 
(WHO) has established as the main foci of the virus.”

To this end, an Emergency Operations Committee 
(COE) reinforced controls at the airports of Quito and 
Guayaquil, and in San Cristobal and Baltra, the two air 
terminals of the archipelago.

Wray explained that the entry of people who have 
symptoms of respiratory conditions related to the 
virus will not be allowed and all travelers will be asked 
where they were during the last 30 days.

In the event that they come from, or have passed 
through countries such as China, Italy, South Korea and 
Iran, which WHO has indicated as the main sources of 
the virus, they will be denied entry.

The Galápagos Islands, located about a thousand 
kilometers west of the Ecuadorian continental coast, 
were declared a World Heritage Site in 1978 and 
are under permanent protection for their exclusive 
biodiversity.

Beyond the usual restrictions on the number of 
tourists entering the year, the authorities limit the 
entry of all kinds of products that can affect the fragile 
balance of the ecosystem.

The number of inhabitants on the islands is also 
restricted, so that there is no free mobility from one 
territory to another.

Due to its particular conditions, the archipelago 
does not have appropriate medical facilities to deal 
with this type of disease and its only two hospitals do 
not have reagents to identify cases of infection.

The head of the Council stressed that the majority 
of tourists arriving on the islands come from the United 
Kingdom, the Netherlands, Germany and Australia, 
countries where there is less incidence of the virus 
unlike those mentioned above.

In addition, he added that these measures are 
necessary to protect the health of visitors, who are 
mostly foreigners of the elderly, the most vulnerable 
group according to statistics.

Ecuador announced its first case of coronavirus last 
Saturday, an Ecuadorian resident in Spain who entered 
the country through Guayaquil on February 14. Since 
then, six other cases of infection have been recorded, 
all originating in the first patient.

Galápagos is Ecuador’s main tourist attraction 
and one of its sources of foreign exchange, so Wray 
said that the exceptional measures will not affect the 
economic stability of the island.

Therefore, port and airport officials will conduct 
interviews at source and destination to establish 
a registry of people entering and staying in the 
archipelago, whether foreigners, Ecuadorians or 
residents.

“I call for the co-responsibility of both authorities 
and people to inform themselves about the virus, 
establish records of people who arrive and maintain 
peace of mind,” he concluded. 

                                Extracted from Diario El Mercurio

Galápagos Islands activate plans to prevent the entry of 
novel coronavirus to the archipelago
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Cuenca and National Criminal Activity

 (Ecuador) Police dismantled a dangerous gang that operated in three 

provinces of the country committing robberies of financial entities and armored 

vehicles and launched armed assaults.

The operation to arrest these criminals was called “Gran Victoria 06” and 

was carried out in the provinces of Manabí, Pichincha and Santo Domingo de 

los Tsáchilas.

“As a result of the effective police action, three people were arrested, one 

of whom is Ecuadorian and two of Colombian nationality, who maintained an 

organized structure with specific roles and functions,” Government Minister 

María told a press conference. Paula Romo.

In the operation, three vehicles, four motorcycles, five firearms, ammunition 

and a signal inhibitor were seized.

Colonel Pablo León, deputy director of the Judicial Police, explained that 

the modus operandi of this gang was to outline their potential victims and, 

once identified, intimidated them with firearms to strip them of their money 

and valuables.

“After committing the robbery, high-cylinder vehicles and motorcycles fled, 

causing a psychological impact and economic damage to citizens,” said the 

uniformed officer. 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Cuenca) The Provincial Prosecutor’s Office of Azuay convicted Juan Andrés 

V. for the third time. This time the Court of Criminal Guarantees of Azuay 

imposed three years of deprivation of liberty for his participation in the crime of 

distributing pornographic material to children and adolescents.

At the trial hearing, held on Tuesday, March 10, 2020, the judges also 

ordered the sentenced to pay $2,500 for the psychological treatment of the 

victim.

According to the prosecutor Alejandra Ledesma, the events occurred 

between May and July 2018, when Juan Andrés V. maintained telephone 

contact with a 15-year-old teenager and sent her videos with sexual content.

In her testimony, the victim recognized the convicted person as the person 

who sent her several messages through the WhatsApp social network and 

described in detail the content of the images.

Juan Andrés V. has two condemnatory sentences of twenty-nine years and 

four months of deprivation of liberty (each), for rape of two adolescents, 14 and 

15 years old.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Cuenca) Two citizens were arrested in a flagrant crime for the theft of 

accessories from a truck, which occurred on Los Shirys avenue and Princesa 

Pacha street, to the south of the city. Both have records.

According to police, agents who were circulating around the place verified 

that two citizens were next to a truck carrying tools. One of them tried to flee 

but was detained by the agents. Now, Luis Alfredo AA, 26, and Cristian Alfredo 

SG, 26, who have criminal records, are under investigation.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Cuenca) A criminal has been sentenced to 18 months for assaulting a 

young man at the intersection of Hurtado de Mendoza and Río Upano streets 

on the night of Saturday, March 7th.

A police report indicates that that night the person was walking when four 

subjects physically assaulted him stole his phone and pocket speaker.

The victim informed National Police officers who were patrolling the 

sector of the incident and they found the suspects at the height of Hurtado 

de Mendoza and Guapondelig.  Three individuals escaped, but the currently 

sentenced man was detained and placed under the orders of the courts.

After hearing the charges, the citizen took the Abbreviated Procedure and 

received a sentence of 18 months in prison. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Cuenca) On Saturday, March 7, 2020, the National Police arrested a citizen 

for the alleged crime of usurpation of functions. Franklin Z received money 

in exchange for alleged administrative and logistics charges within the 

Municipality of Cuenca.

The arrest was conducted by the National Police, north of Cuenca, on 

Enrique Gilbert and Gonzalo streets. 

The citizen tried to benefit from the abbreviated procedure, however 

CRIME REPORT AND ACCIDENT REPORT
the appeal was denied by the judge. Judge Marco Flores issued preventive 

detention for 30 days against the accused.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Cuenca) A couple was detained by agents of the National Police Anti-

Narcotics Unit in an operation called ‘Diamante’. Police managed to seize 

3,897.09 doses of narcotic substances.

The operation was carried out in the north and south of Cuenca, in the 

sectors of El Valle and San Joaquín, with the search of two homes that were 

used by those apprehended for the collection, storage and retail of the illicit 

substance.

In the houses they found ammunition, 3,897.09 grams of cocaine, 3 scales 

and 1 press.

The suspects sold at strategic points at Feria Libre, El Tejar, San Joaquín, 

and Industrial Park. They also recruited people to smuggle illegal substances 

into the interior from CRS Turi.

The detainees respond to the names of Víctor Josue SP, 26; who records a 

history of entry of prohibited items and theft; and Johanna Marisol OP, 24, who 

has no record.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Cuenca) On Thursday March 5th, the operation called ‘Victoria 187 Racing 

Cross’ carried out in the city, resulted in the recovery of 16 motorcycles that 

presented irregularities. The operation was carried out by the Judicial Police 

personnel with the support of agents from the different specialized units of the 

National Police.

According to data released by the police, the previous investigation took 

about two weeks before the agents acted to retrieve the vehicles.

With the support of the Prosecutor’s Office, the agents raided premises in 

which they found six stolen motorcycles, six with adulterated serial codes and 

four ‘plated’ motorcycles, a phrase that defines vehicles with false identities.

According to a report issued by the National Police, the 16 motorcycles 

were allegedly stolen in different parts of the province. 

Cuenca Area Traffic Accidents

(Cuenca) Two spectacular road accidents took place between Saturday 

night and Sunday morning with no injuries reported.

The most recent incident happened on the Yanuncay bridge, next to the 

roundabout at the intersection of Primero de Mayo and Las Américas avenues, 

when a vehicle, for unknown reasons, lost control and almost fell into the river. 

The car ended up on the side road along the river. Rescue personnel and 

civilian agents rushed to the scene. There were no injuries.

Another event took place at the intersection of Buerán and Antisana 

streets, when two private vehicles collided, for unknown reasons, and one of 

them overturned. The driver of this second car was lucky, reporting that when 

he realized that the other vehicle was going to impact him, he reacted and 

launched into the street. The citizen had no injuries.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Cuenca) The driver of a private car scored positive on the breathalyzer test 

after allegedly causing a traffic accident that affected a National Police patrol 

car.

The event was recorded around 00:30 last Friday when the driver in a 

druken state was driving on Doce de Octubre Avenue and hit the police patrol 

on Don Bosco Avenue.

Rescue and medical care units arrived at the scene, as a wounded person 

was reported. Upon arrival they found that one of the two uniformed personnel 

traveling on board the patrol car was affected.

While the police officer was attended by paramedics to be transferred to the 

Vicente Corral Moscoso hospital, civilian traffic agents applied the breathalyzer 

test to the driver of the private car.

He recorded a total of 1.84 grams per liter of blood. The 27-year-old citizen 

was detained for investigations.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Embassy officials trying to help 
Canadian reportedly roaming 
Galápagos Islands

Officials in Ecuador are attempting to help a Canadian man in the 
Galápagos Islands who locals say has been seen wandering and 

behaving aggressively.
On Friday, an official at the Canadian Embassy in Ecuador said they 

were aware of reports about a Canadian man on San Cristóbal Island, the 
easternmost island in the Galápagos archipelago.

“We are aware of the situation. We are in contact with local authorities. 
Because of the Privacy Act, we cannot give you details about the case or 
any information without the consent of this person,” the official said from 
Quito.

The official said they have been in contact with the man.
“He doesn’t want to talk to the embassy,” she said. “We’re following up 

this case.”

Solution to Sudoku 
puzzle on page 3

Jessica Yépez, a resident of San Cristóbal Island, told CTVNews.ca that 
the man arrived on the island on Wednesday. On Friday, she said local 
hostels on the island have barred him from staying with them because he 
allegedly trashed three other establishments on Santa Cruz Island in the 
Galápagos.

Word spread about the Canadian man after business owners and 
residents warned each other about him and shared an image of his 
passport photo on social media.

According to the passport photo, the man is from Toronto and his name 
is Keith James Johnson.

Yépez said she hopes the man’s family or friends in Canada will 
recognize him and provide him with any help he may need.

The Canadian embassy official would not say whether they had been in 
contact with any of his family or friends.

“We totally understand that people are worried. We are worried also. 
We’re trying to help him,” she said.
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