
As the coronavirus spreads globally, many sources 
of information are providing both correct and 

incorrect information about the virus. In order to be sure 
that our readers have the latest information available, 
we have collated questions and answers from experts 
working directly with the epidemic. At the time of print, 
the answers below where based on the most current 
knowledge regarding COVID-19.
What is COVID-19? Are there other coronaviruses?

Coronaviruses are very common, and many don’t 
cause serious illnesses. In fact, the common cold is a 
type of coronavirus. So, it’s possible for a person test to 
positive for coronavirus, but not to have the new type, 

COVID-19. 
Infectious disease experts believe that COVID-19 

jumped from animals to people in Wuhan, China. It 
then began spreading from human to human in China 
in December 2019 and since has been spreading 
around the globe.

Both the new virus and the disease were unknown 
before the outbreak.

         What are the symptoms of COVID-19?

The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are 
fever, tiredness and dry cough. Some patients may 
have pains, nasal congestion, rhinorrhea, sore throat or 
diarrhea. cont. page 4.

Ecuador’s tax revenues for the first two months of 
the year fall by almost 20%

Answers to the questions 
surrounding the COVID-19 epidemic  

After a relative recovery in January, national tax 
collection in February registered a significant 

fall of 19.5%. Compared to the same period in 2019, 
revenues for the treasury went from $984.24 million to 
$792.58 million (this is the lowest level recorded in the 
last seven years). 

According to tax analyst Roberto Rivera, much of 
this is due to a fall in the Value Added Tax (VAT), which 
he says is the revenue source most affected by a 
downturn in the country’s economy

“The level of sales of commercial movement fell 

even though we had Valentine’s Day. VAT records this 
phenomenon directly, so the collection was reduced 
from $532.95 million to $397.93 million,” he said.

Added to this, the results for the collection for 
income tax were disappointing as well. The country 
reported a reduction in national income tax of $31.48 
million, a fall of 14%. This was mostly due to the lack 
of liquidity in large and medium enterprises and also 
among individuals and microenterprises.

Ecuador’s tax revenue goal for 2020 is around $14.3 
billion. However, in the first two cont. page. 6
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Pick up a copy of The Cuenca 
Dispatch near you!

You can find The Cuenca Dispatch at 
the following locations:

• Supermaxi Las 
Américas

• Supermaxi Don Bosco
• Fabiano´s
• San Sebas Café
• Common Grounds
• Oro Verde Café

• Café Del Museo
• Sabatino’s Garden 

Restaurant
• Sunrise Café
• Don Colón
• 7 Bakery Coffee

More locations coming soon!

Want another expat hangout added 
to the list of locations where you can 

find The Cuenca Dispatch?

Let us know!

Email us at 
info@thecuencadispatch.com
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Fun By The Numbers

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love Sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will 
have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your 
pencil and put your Sudoku savvy to the test!
Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9X9 grid, broken down into nine 
3X3 boxes. To solve a Sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the number will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

By
Michael
Soares

I think our mother is just pissed at us

As you can see, there is a lot of news about the coronavirus in this issue. 
That’s obviously because it is spreading worldwide now, and The 

Cuenca Dispatch is trying to provide information about it that you might 
not easily get in other places.

This thing is sending a scare worldwide that even SARS didn’t seem to 
do. Rightfully so, based on the infection models that show it could spread 
to as much as 70% of the world. But how much should we as individuals 
worry about it?

For me, as a former health care professional, I’m somewhat middle of 
the road on it. I see what happened in China and while the numbers are 
staggering, I also know that a lot of the information coming from there is 
probably skewed. I say that because in the initial weeks of the virus, a lot 
of Chinese were turned away from hospitals and told to go home and take 
care of themselves—China has admitted that.

What that means is that there really is no way to trust their numbers 
completely. They admit they don’t know if many (or none) of those people 
died when they went home. So, the mortality rate coming out of China is 
less than reliable (in my opinion).

Until we see large real numbers coming out of a secondary western 
country (like Italy), we have to assume that the mortality rate is around 2% 
or so. As this spreads, we may see it higher or lower.

The other reason I am on the fence about how dangerous this is, is 
because China seems to be having a slower rate of infection as the virus 
spreads through the country. Again, we may not be able to trust those 
numbers either. So once more, Italy may be the key country to watch on 
this.

In the US we are seeing it spread, but not as rapidly as I would have 
expected based on the China models. Does that mean the virus is dying 
out? Well, probably not. But one thing that is interesting is that China now 
has a second, less virulent form of the virus going through the population 
[that’s been verified by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the 
Center for Disease Control (CDC).]

This is not uncommon for coronaviruses. The thing to watch here will 
be if that second version of the virus sticks around and the primary version 
dies off.

All that said, I am taking this seriously. I am going to follow it closely. And 
I am going to make my life decisions based on that. I won’t leave Ecuador 
because this isn’t something that you can run from. It knows no borders 
now. So, while the healthcare may be of a higher standard somewhere 
else, it doesn’t mean it will stop anyone from catching the virus. Look at 
Italy, they have a fairly good healthcare system and they are reporting that 
pretty much every city and town in the country now has cases of the virus.

No, running away isn’t going to be the answer. In fact, it may be safer 
here than even in the US or Europe. Because the population density is 
less, both in the cities (excluding Guayaquil and Quito) and towns. Heck, in 
Yunguilla we only run into people occasionally.

The wise move really will be to see how fast the virus spreads here (in 
Cuenca) and then react to it with that knowledge—maybe disappear to the 
country or the beach for a couple of months and get away from crowds.

I have a friend that is so worried about this that he is shutting down his 
business next week and moving out to Yunguilla. He thinks we will have to 
wait this out for 4 or 5 months (maybe longer). I have another friend who is 
in the US now and might just stay there for a while. And I have a wife who 
doesn’t believe the virus is as dangerous as I do.

So, I guess what all this comes down to is this: no one knows right 
now what the future of this thing holds. I personally trust the information 
coming from the CDC and WHO. I think they are the best source of See answers on page 10

information for what is happening in the world. I also trust this newspaper 
and CuencaHighLife.com to tell us what is going on nationally and locally. 
Albeit with the understanding that the government here is not so quick to 
report exactly what is going on.

My recommendation to anyone who asks for it is, wait and see. Be 
prepared to see food shortages like we did with the para back in October. 
Stock up on latex or non-latex surgical gloves (there is a high chance of 
catching the virus from something you touch). Don’t worry about masks 
unless you are infected. 

And then sit back and see what mother nature has in store for us. 
Because in the end, I don’t believe the conspiracy folks who claim the US 
did this to cripple China, or that China did it to tank the US stock market or…
blah, blah, blah.

Rather, I think mother nature has had enough of us and is sending a 
message. She’s not going to do anything now but thin the herd a little bit. 

But if we keep cutting her hair off (i.e., trees in the Amazon), throwing up 
on her (i.e., any type of waste or garbage you can think of being dumped 
in the seas), blowing smoke at her (i.e., think about it), or killing all of her 
friends (i.e., species are dying off at a rate faster than any other time in the 
earth’s history), the next time she may just send us something that will do 
a real culling.

Now that’s something to think about.

I’m just sayin.’
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These symptoms are usually mild and appear gradually. Most people 
(about 80%) recover from the disease without the need for any special 
treatment. About 1 in 6 people who get COVID-19 develop a serious illness 
and have trouble breathing.

Older people and those with underlying medical conditions, such 
as high blood pressure, heart problems or diabetes, are more likely to 
develop a serious illness.

Around 2% of people who have contracted the disease have died. 
People who have a fever, cough and shortness of breath should seek 
medical attention.
How long does it take for symptoms to occur after exposure to the 

virus?

At this time, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
reports that symptoms of COVID-19 may appear in as few as 2 days or as 
long as 14 days after exposure.  
How is COVID-19 spread?

A person can get COVID-19 by contact with another person who is 
infected with the virus. The disease can spread from person to person 
through the droplets from the nose or mouth that are expelled when an 
infected person coughs or exhales.

That is why it is important to stay more than 1 meter away from a person 
who is sick.
Can the virus that causes COVID-19 be transmitted through the air?

Studies conducted to date suggest that the virus that causes COVID-19 
is transmitted mainly by contact with respiratory droplets, rather than by 
air.
How long is the incubation period?

The “incubation period” is the time between infection with the virus and 
the onset of disease symptoms. Most estimates regarding the incubation 
period of COVID-19 range between 2 and 14 days, and generally are around 
five days. 
Is it possible to get COVID-19 from contact with a person who has no 

symptoms?

The main way of spreading the disease is through the respiratory droplets 
expelled by someone when they cough. The risk of contracting COVID-19 
from someone who has no symptoms is very low. However, many people 
who get COVID-19 only have mild symptoms. This is particularly true in the 
early stages of the disease. Therefore, it is possible to get someone who, 
for example, only has a mild cough and does not feel sick.
What are the chances of getting COVID-19?

The risk depends on where you live or the places you have recently 
traveled. The risk of infection is higher in areas where there are cases 
diagnosed with COVID-19. 

Answers to the questions surrounding the COVID-19 
epidemic (cont.)

Can humans get the COVID-19 virus by contact with an animal?

Coronaviruses are an extensive family of viruses that are common 
among bats and other animals. On rare occasions people become infected 
by these viruses, which can then spread to other people. For example, 
the SARS-CoV was associated with civets (small Asian mammals). The 
possible animal origin of COVID-19 has not yet been confirmed.

As a protection measure when visiting live animal markets or in other 
similar situations, avoid direct contact with animals and the surfaces 
in contact with them. Make sure that proper food hygiene practices are 
observed at all times. Carefully handle meat, milk or raw animal organs 
to avoid contamination of uncooked foods and avoid eating raw or 
undercooked animal products.
Can I get the COVID-19 virus by contacting my pet?

No. There are no data indicating that pets or pets such as cats and dogs 
have been infected or can spread the virus that causes COVID-19.
How long does the virus survive on a surface?

It is not known with certainty how long the virus that causes COVID-19 
survives on a surface, but it seems to behave like other coronaviruses. 
Studies (including preliminary information available on the COVID-19 virus) 
indicate that coronaviruses can survive on a surface from a few hours to 
several days. The time may vary depending on the conditions (for example, 
the type of surface, the temperature or the humidity of the environment).
Is it safe to receive a package from an area where COVID-19 cases 

have been reported?

Yes. The probability of an infected person contaminating commercial 
items is low, and the risk of contracting the virus causing COVID-19 by 
contact with a package that has been handled, transported and exposed 
to different conditions and temperatures is also low.
Is there anything I should not do?

The following measures are not effective against COVID-2019 and can 
be harmful: Smoking, taking traditional herbal remedies, wearing various 
masks, self-medicating with antibiotics or other medications.

In any case, if you have a fever, cough and shortness of breath, try to 
get medical attention as soon as possible to reduce the risk of developing 
a more serious infection, and be sure to inform your health care provider 
about your recent trips. 
What can you do to help prevent the spread of coronavirus?

• Wash your hands frequently with soap and water. Wash for at least 20 
seconds before you eat, after you sneeze and after using the bathroom.

• Use alcohol-based hand sanitizers in addition to handwashing.
• Regularly clean surfaces like counters and your mobile phone.
• Avoid community candy jars and be careful at buffets where many 

people touch surfaces or utensils.
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• Sneeze and cough into a sleeve rather than into your hand or the air.
• Avoid contact with anyone with cold or flu symptoms.
• Stay home from work or school if you are sick.
• If you’re sick or you are immunocompromised, avoid places with large 

numbers of people.
What happens if I get COVID-19?

Health officials have standard protocols when anyone with an apparently 
contagious illness arrives at a health care facility.

“We put them in isolation. Anyone coming in contact with that patient 
will be wearing a gown, gloves and a mask. We do that if we suspect you 
have any virus,” says Dr. Michelle Barron, medical director of infection 
control and prevention at UCHealth University of Colorado Hospital. “It’s 
assumed that if you have the virus, you can give me the virus. But I won’t 
know until I test you.”
How long does it take to recover from COVID-19?

Most people who fall ill recover within two weeks. People with more 
severe cases generally recover in three to six weeks.
What kind of test is there for COVID-19?

The CDC has developed a new laboratory test kit and distributed it 
globally. The first kits the CDC distributed did not work properly. Officials 
are now able to complete tests for COVID-19 with test results coming back 
within 24 to 48 hours.
Is there a vaccine to prevent COVID-19?

Health experts are working to create a vaccine and hope to begin 
testing it within months. But it may take about a year to fully develop and 
test a vaccine to prevent the spread of the illness.
Why do some people with COVID-19 get sicker than others?

As with all viruses, some people are more vulnerable than others. 
According to data from China, the most vulnerable people include those 
with heart disease, chronic lung disease, diabetes and obesity.

Still, illnesses affect people differently, so health officials have much to 
learn about how COVID-19 is affecting people. For instance, the H1N1 strain 
of the flu was particularly hard on relatively healthy people in their 20s.

“You need your immune system for protection, but sometimes the 
immune system can get tricked when you’re young. Instead of sending out 
the army, it sends out the nuclear weapons and a healthy person can get 
sicker than an 80-year-old. The 80-year-old might have some troops, but 
not the nuclear option,” Barron said.

If a young person’s body triggers the nuclear option, there can be 
collateral damage and they can get very, very sick.

Time will tell why COVID-19 has affected various people differently. 
Early reports in China indicated more deaths among older men. There is 
a high rate of cigarette smoking among older men in China and previous 
harm to their lungs may have made them more vulnerable. But, some 
younger people have also died. 
Should I travel right now?

The CDC has expanded travel warnings to include countries beyond 
China. The CDC is now recommending against non-essential travel to 
China, Iran, South Korea and Italy. In addition, people with chronic health 
conditions should also consider postponing travel to Japan. The CDC says 
travelers should reconsider any cruise ship travel to or within Asia.

The CDC does not recommend masks for travelers.
Is COVID-19 seasonal like the flu? Will the illnesses slow down in the 

spring and summer?

Experts don’t know the answer yet, Barron said.
They expect to learn much more about this coronavirus in the coming 

weeks and months.
If I get COVID-19, could I get it again?

According to Dr. Anthony Fauci, one of the leading experts on infectious 
disease in the U.S., and director of the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Disease, once a person has contracted the new coronavirus, 
they cannot become infected again.

Should I worry more about COVID-19 or the seasonal flu?

“The flu has been overshadowed by COVID-19” Barron said. “It’s highly 
contagious and we’re not slowing down in terms of admissions.”

Like the flu, COVID-19 appears to be highly contagious. Experts don’t 
yet know the death rate for COVID-19. While early reports from China 
indicated that about 2% of those who tested positive had died, and the 

World Health Organization (WHO) said a “crude estimate” showed about 
3.4% had died, those figures did not include thousands of people who had 
mild cases and were never tested. 

Once better data are available, it’s likely that the death rate of COVID-19 
may be closer to about .2%, which is similar to the death rates for the 
seasonal flu. Typically, that rate is about .1%. This year’s flu season has been 
especially hard on children, whereas COVID-19 appears to be much harder 
on older adults.
Is the coronavirus an epidemic or a pandemic?

It depends on who’s talking. Last week, the WHO stopped short of 
calling the outbreak a pandemic.

The WHO has referred to the outbreak as an “epidemic” as opposed to 
a “pandemic.” But last Friday, February 28th, it increased its assessment of 
the global risk of spread and the risk of impact of the coronavirus outbreak 
from “high” to “very high.”
What’s the difference between an epidemic and a pandemic?

According to the WHO, an epidemic is explained as a regional outbreak 
of an illness that spreads unexpectedly. The CDC calls it “an increase, 
often sudden, in the number of cases of a disease above what is normally 
expected” in that area.

In 2010, the WHO defined a pandemic as “the worldwide spread of a 
new disease” that affects large numbers of people. The C.D.C. says it is 
“an epidemic that has spread over several countries or continents, usually 
affecting a large number of people.”

“Typically, an outbreak becomes an epidemic when it becomes 
quite widespread in a particular country, sometimes in a particular 
region, like Zika,” said Lawrence O. Gostin, a professor of global health 
law at Georgetown University. “Whereas a pandemic is thought to be a 
wide geographic spread of a disease on many parts of the world, many 
continents.”

Last month, the WHO declared the outbreak a global health emergency. 
Last week, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the director-general of the 
WHO, said the decision whether to use the word “pandemic” was based 
on “an ongoing assessment” of the geographical spread of the virus, the 
severity of its effects and its impact on society.

According to Mr. Gostin, there are two reasons Dr. Tedros stopped short 
of calling the outbreak a pandemic: because the outbreak can still be 
contained, and to try to avoid unnecessary panic.

“He wanted to create a seriousness, a purpose, but not an overreaction,” 
Mr. Gostin said. “Not more travel bans. Not more closures of cities. Not 
more drain on human rights and economic activity.”
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Ecuador’s tax revenues for the first two 
months of the year fall by almost 20% 
(cont.)

months of 2020, the country only accumulated $2.22 billion in tax revenues, 
less than 16% of what it needs to achieve for the year—at the current rate 
of collection Ecuador, can be projected to fall short of its goal for the year 
by close to $1 billion.
Task of the next Government

Given this situation, Patricio Alarcón, President of the Chamber of 
Commerce of Quito, commented that the opportunity to correct the 
economy will be with the election of the next government.

“Having raised taxes in the middle of a recession, not having made a 
real adjustment to current spending and not working in competitiveness 
are the cause of a stagnant economy that does not encourage investment 
or employment,” he said.

Other taxes with significant falls in collection are the Special 
Consumption Tax (ICE) and the Currency Exit Tax (ISD). ICE tax revenues 
have fallen by $4.26 million, despite the fact that since the beginning of 
2020, there have been increases in the tax for postpaid cell phone plans, 
among others.

Collection of the ISD has fallen by 13%—in 2019 the country collected 
$97.33 million in ISD in the first two months of the year. In the first two 
months of 2020, the country has only collected $84.5 million in ISD taxes.

“External conditions, with the coronavirus crisis, have also influenced 
the reduction of foreign trade,” Rivera said.  

After six years the city finally announces 
Tranvia fares

Six years after the start of the work on the city’s Tranvía system, with 11 
votes in favor and 6 against, the Cantonal Council agreed to a system 

of fare rates for the mass transit system.
A long day of debate focused on the alternatives of the cost of passage 

on the tramway system and according to what was agreed to in previous 
workshops, three rates were analyzed: the first for loose tickets (mainly 
intended for tourists) which will have a value without subsidy; the second 
for that with a regular card; and, the third a multi-use card. 

According to Councilman Diego Morales, President of the Mobility, 
Transit and Transportation Commission of the Cantonal Council, there is 
a significant difference between those people using public transportation 
occasionally and those using it as their regular means of transport.

Morales said five percent of the population uses public transport only 
sporadically, including tourists. However, 63 percent of the population uses 

the means of transport frequently, and nine percent of the Cuencanos, use 
the system for multiple trips each day.

After seven hours of debate the Council finally approved a system of 
tiered rates and stipulated that the card for the use the tramway system 
will be free of charge with the first purchase

According to Councilman Alfredo Aguilar, there are 50,600 cards in 
existence. “After free delivery, the cost of the card will be $ 1.75,” said the 
councilman.

The rates agreed to are outlined below:

Cuenca Tram Rates
$1.00                 Normal rate, single Ticket (Tourist)
$0.50 Preferential rate, single ticket
$0.35 Normal rate, Tranvía card
$0.30 Normal rate multi-trip Tranvía card (5 trips)
$0.17                 Normal preferential rate Tranvía card
$0.15                 Preferential rate multi-trip Tranvía card
$1.75                 Card value

The card will be delivered free of charge with the first recharge giving 
priority to priority care groups (seniors, students)

The EMOV Mobility Company will be responsible for controlling and 
regulating the payment of the defined rates.

Carolina Ormaza, coordinating director of the Tranvía, said that the 
definition of the rates for the system is an important step for the beginning 
of the commercial operation. She added that all of the other systems are 
operational and with this resolution the commercial system will also be 
activated.

“The approved values correspond to those discussed in the workshops 
that were held with the members of the Council where several tariff 
scenarios were raised.”
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An historic meeting will be held in Cuenca to present a report on the 
victims of clerical abuses in Latin America.

The Association for the Fight of Survivors of Sexual Abuse (Alsas) said 
the event will feature the worldwide organization of activists and survivors 
of sexual abuse “Ending Clergy Abuse” (ECA), which aims to force the 
church to end clerical abuse.

Alsas said the inclusion of ECA, founded in 2017 in Washington DC, is 
important because the organization is present in more than 21 countries in 
which sexual abuse by priests has been registered. ECA works with victims 
through its recovery programs.

According to Jaime Palacios, secretary of Alsas, several people who 
know about cases of sexual abuse are expected to arrive in Cuenca to 
participate in the meeting that will be held on March 20, in the theater of 
the House of the Province of Azuay.

“The founders of ECA come, they come from Spain and Chile. They 
are people who have been abused and know the issue that needs to be 
discussed. It is necessary to talk about abuses in Cuenca in order for us to 
defend children and adolescents,” explained Palacios.

The participants will be joined by Sara Oviedo, who co-authored a 
United Nations report on the “Rights of the Child,” with which the church 
was urged to surrender to pedophile priests to common justice.
About Alsas

The Association for the Fight of Survivors of Sexual Abuse was founded 
following the allegations made by the alleged victims of former priest 
César Cordero (in 2018, the Vatican withdrew the priestly dignity).

Other cases are known within the foundation, which according to the 
members, could not be counted because the victims prefer to remain 
silent about the abuses they suffered. That is one of the many reasons why 
the meeting was organized in Cuenca.
César Cordero case

Yesterday, members of Alsas met with the provincial prosecutor of 
Azuay, Leonardo Amoroso, to request resolutions with the case of César 
Cordero Moscoso and to call him to trial.

After the meeting, according to members of the Association, Amoroso 
said he will meet with the prosecutors in charge of the six reported cases. 
In addition, the Vatican will request the documentation in which the 
expulsion of Cordero from the Catholic Church was supported.

With all this, on March 3, at 4:00 p.m., an extended meeting will be 
held, in which the prosecutors who were responsible for investigating the 
complaints made by the victims in Cuenca more than two years ago, will 
participate.                                                                Extracted from Diario El Mercurio

World meeting of victims of clergy 
abuse will be held in Cuenca

Cuenca’s financial problems directly 
related to National Government debts 

The city of Cuenca is encountering financial problems directly affecting 
its ability to complete approved works. Part of the problem for the 

city is that the National Government—facing its own revenue collection 
problems—owes the municipality $14 million, a debt that is has carried 
over since 2017.

The $14 million is the amount of the Value Added Tax (VAT) that 
Government must periodically make to the country’s autonomous 
governments. By law, the Government cannot use these funds for any 
other purposes.

Carlos Espinoza, Coordinator of Planning and Governance of the 
Municipality of Cuenca, says that in light of the problem the city has had 
in collecting these funds, efforts have been made with the Development 
Bank of Ecuador (BDE) to deliver non-refundable credits that allow the 
execution of works that were budgeted with money that has not yet been 
collected by the city.

For now, economic aid has been committed for the construction of 
communal houses, parks and the improvement of the city’s bridge in the 
Patamarca sector.These works, according to Espinoza, exceed $6 million, 
pending the remaining amount that is managed through non-refundable 
credits or government bonds.

For politician Sebastián Cevallos, the commitments acquired with the 
BDE are not enough. This week he, together with a citizen group, presented 
a protection action before the courts, demanding that the Government 
deliver the money owed to the Municipality.

This action is similar to the judicial process followed by the Municipality 
of Guayaquil, with whom the Government had a debt of $100 million.

Cevallos notes that the BDE’s non-refundable credits must be 
delivered to Cuenca, as well as to other sectional governments, with no 
compromises involved. “What is done is blackmail,” he says.

In fact, he says, since 2017 the BDE has delivered around $500 million of 
non-reimbursable funds to sectional governments and public institutions, 
without this representing a swap for the debt to the Government.

The group that submitted the request for protection fears that the 
government’s debt will end up being assumed by the citizens through the 
increase in rates of various entities. For example, the Telecommunications, 
Drinking Water and Sewerage Company (ETAPA EP) is analyzing a rate hike 
and the Municipal Cleaning Company of Cuenca (EMAC EP) is looking to 
reform the way it charges fees. The Municipality however, says that neither 
of these cases represents citizens assuming the debt of the Government.
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After the confirmation of six cases of coronavirus in Ecuador, health 
authorities have launched an information campaign to publicize 

certain actions that must be taken by the citizens.
In addition, they announced the procedures taken by the Ministry of 

Public Health in the presence of patients with respiratory conditions.
Julio Molina, Coordinator of Health, said that they have activated 12 

health centers in the Cuenca canton that will be open 7 days a week, 12 
hours a day for the treatment of citizens with respiratory problems. There 
will be three in the center of Cuenca and two in each of the parishes.

He stressed that not every patient with respiratory problems is a 
possible case of coronavirus. “You have to take into account factors such 
as contact with a patient with that disease or having arrived from the 
country that is an epidemiological center or from some of the countries 
where the disease is,” he said.

The health centers are located in Nicanor Merchán, Pumapungo Health 
Center, Héroes de Verdeloma Health Center, in the Ricaurte parish and in 
El Valle.

Molina added that a respiratory disease care center will be activated 
next week at the Center for Comprehensive Support for Patients with 
Cancer, located on Avenida Veinticuatro de Mayo, behind the Garaicoa 
Educational Unit. 
Intake Process

When a citizen has a respiratory illness, the first thing they should 
do is go to the nearest health center, where medical professionals will 
diagnose the type of condition they have. If they are suspected of having 
the coronavirus, they will be isolated at home. Any suspected case will 
remain under observation for 14 days.

Molina explained that as of Tuesday, there are 177 people in the country 
who could possibly develop the virus. “All were in direct contact and 
maintained a link with the patient who imported the disease,” he said.
Preventive care

Molina added that it is important to work with children, both at home 
and in schools, in proper hand washing and educating children not to 
touch their faces (eyes, mouth and nose) with their dirty hands. “This also 
applies to citizens in general,” he said.

He also recommended that if a child has any respiratory complications, 
it is better not to send the child to school. “This does not imply that it is a 
case of coronavirus, but rather to prevent the spread to other children,” 
said the official.

The use of masks should only be for a person who already has some 
type of respiratory complication, cold or cold. “This must be generalized, 
not only for this virus, but for all viral pathologies. Contagion is reduced.”

He stressed that it makes no sense for a healthy person to wear a 
protective mask, unless there are coworkers, students or relatives with a 
viral condition.

When they started, they had their machines; then the Prefecture 
supported them with two more for the process. The CAPIA trained them and 
the GAD Parish of Turi supportedthem in the follow-up of the organization.

The Tres MaríasAssociation expects to add more allies to continue with 
their objective and to make sure these bags reach the entire province.

How Cuenca is responding to the 
coronavirus epidemic

María del Carmen Farfán, coordinator of Community Economy of the 
Provincial Government, said that each bagcosts thePrefecture 99 cents to 
make and for the pilot project they are being distributed free of charge at 
events organized by the institution.

She also noted that in the common market, the same—or lower 
quality—product is selling at $2.10 per bag.

Because of the type of material used, the bag can be folded to the 
size of a cell phone and carried in a pocket, a wallet, or even in the glove 
compartment of the car.

“So, you can count on these when you buy or not,” said Barros. The bags 
are, washable, very strong and have a capacity of up to 40 kilograms.

Having environmental alternatives and generating employment is the 
objective

The project was conceived as an alternative to replace plastic bags, 
which are being phased out of use in Cuenca because of the Ordinance 
prohibiting single-use plastic that was approved this year.

According to María del Carmen Farfán, Community Economy 
Coordinator of the Provincial Government, 38 community organizations 
participate in the project. They plan to include small artisans in the project 
as well.

“What is sought is to prevent monopolization or economic concentration 
in certain social sectors,” explained the head of the agency.

Farfán added that what is important is that more priority sectors, not 
only of the Azorean capital, but of the entire province,can be involved in 
these processes.

The goal is to make a million cloth bags using strategies and links that 
are being established with the various organizations of the popular and 
solidarity economy.  

First liver transplant in Cuenca IESS 
hospital is a success

A group of doctors successfully performed the first liver transplant in 
Cuenca on a patient who had no options other than surgery.

The doctors of the “José Carrasco” and “Vicente Corral Moscoso” 
hospitals collaborated to carry out the intervention that saved the life of 
Luis Zhañay, 57, who suffered from autoimmune cirrhosis.The patient is 
recovering well said surgeon Agustín Vintimilla, who was part of the team 
in the operating room during the operation.

Vintimilla said that here is one more patient on the list for a liver and 
another five under observation for a possible transplant in Cuenca.

“We have a country with a high rate of donors, people are very 
supportive, but it will never be enough for all patients, hence the importance 
of donating,” he said.

This type of operation can only be done in authorized centers but is 
free for patients with catastrophic diseases—there was no cost to Zhañay 
for the surgery.In a private medical center transplant surgery costs in the 
area of $150,000, said Vintimilla.

Esperanza Huiracocha, Zhañay’s wife, said that they don’t know the 
donor or his family, but they thank them for the new life opportunity they 
gave them through their act of selflessness.
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The residents of the Gapal sector where the Miguel 
Ángel Estrella railway station is located, can finally 

let go of the past and forget about the whistle they 
used to hear from the locomotive that once travelled 
through this part of town. The site will finally be 
renovated.

After 27 years, those who got on the locomotive for 
the last time, look forward to seeing the space turned 
into a cultural, tourist and recreational place.

Javier Toral, a promoter of the space renovation 
project is thrilled. “It has been a dream of mine for 
more than two years. [It will now happen] with some 
assets from the history of transport that attest to the 
importance it had for the neighbors, the city and the 
country.” The properties where the railway terminal 
existed were given to the Municipality of Cuenca for a 
period of 10 years, by the National Government and the 
Railway Company of Ecuador.

The commitment was sealed with the signing of an 
agreement that promises that the space will be used 
for the creation of the ‘Train Park’ project that includes 
a ‘Railway Museum’.

Since 1993, area residents have hoped that the 
remaining rails, cars and iron that rest oxifzing on the 
grass would be turned into something that would help 
boost the neighborhodd. They have now joined forces 
to correct the bad image of their sector.

Oswaldo Loja lives in the sector and pointed out 
that in the 1970’s, this area was part of the ‘boom’ for 
Cuencanos. But now she says, passing through the 
place is dangerous.  She believes that is about to 
change. “Now, with the new project that will be done, it 
will surely give life to the place.”

Manuel Astudillo, the neighborhood leader of the 
Quinta Bolívar Urbanization, agreed that a criminal 
element has seized the place, despite all the previous 
efforts made to overcome this problem. “The delivery 
of the land for a new project will allow us to leave this 
uncertainty of insecurity.”

Project

Adrián García, manager of the El Barranco 
Foundation, says that the location of the land is strategic 
and added that the plan includes the provision of 
equipment for cultural activities and recreation in the 
approximate space of 18,500 square meters.

The main idea is to recover the structures of 
the railroad that will be used to create a playful 
environment for children.

It will be a focal point for the area such as the 
Botanical Garden, El Paraíso Park, Quinta Bolívar, 
Vicente Corral Moscoso Regional Hospital, Plaza del 
Herrero.

The properties were delivered as a 10-year term 
loan

The space allocated to a recreational project was 
delivered “in bailment” for a period of 10 years. Meaning 
that, according to Fabiola Arévalo, the Manager of 
Ferrocarriles del Ecuador, in conjunction with the local 
government, the legal process that allows the delivery 
of the railway station was completed as a loan.

“This is the result of a work committed to the 
population of Gapal.”

Marco Ávila, Minister Coordinator of Public 
Companies (EMCO), added that “these properties are 
historic for Cuenca and the importance is to recover 
that right to public space.”

With the agreement, according to Pedro Palacios, 
Mayor of Cuenca, the premises of the Miguel Ángel 
Estrella Railroad station, were delivered to Cuenca and 
its inhabitants.

“The intervention for the project is updated through 
the El Barranco Foundation and the architectural and 
urban plans will be reviewed by the Historic Areas 
Commission”.

The project is expected to start in the second half 
of this year by the Municipality of Cuenca. One million 
dollars will be invested in the first phase of the project. 

Shuttered railroad station to become a recreational space

Put your ad here!
Call 

098-482-2495
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Cuenca and National Criminal Activity
 
 (Daule-Cuenca) Agents of the search block of the Judicial Police of Azuay 

captured Richard Marcelo PL, who had an outstanding warrant for a murder he 

committed in Cuenca.

Police reported that said individual was arrested last Wednesday on 

the road to Daule, Guayas province, in compliance with a warrant issued on 

February 11, 2020, for the crime of manslaughter.

Investigations indicate that the dawn of January 8, 2016, Raúl Ortiz, 26, was 

killed by a stab in a house located in the Tierra Blanca community of the Turi 

parish. Richard Marcelo PL was sentenced to 10 years in prison for the crime, 

which he must serve at the Social Rehabilitation Center, CRS-Turi.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Cuenca) Police reported that last Friday night, February 28th, security 

personnel working inside the Terminal Terrestre alerted police to the presence 

of an individual who was wandering in a suspicious attitude.

Police officers from the Maintenance Unit of the Order arrived on the scene 

and arrested an individual identified as Kevin Oswaldo VG, 19, who had 46.55 

grams of marijuana in his possession.

The subject was placed under the orders of the competent authorities and 

will be prosecuted for the alleged crime of possession of cataloged substances 

subject to control.

The Terminal Terrestre sector is classified by the Police as a red zone for the 

presence of drug dealers and street prostitution. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Azogues) Three citizens were apprehended Tuesday afternoon, while they 

were trying to flee aboard a motorcycle after robbing a merchant in downtown 

Azogues. Uniformed officers of the Municipal Citizen Guard carried out the 

action.

The police report indicates that the three subjects were trying to rob the 

merchant when the agents noticed the event and intervened to help the victim.

The alleged criminals threatened the victim with a knife. After the arrest, 

the three citizens were handed over to police personnel to carry out the due 

process.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Canar) Police reported the details of the arrest of two women for their 

alleged participation in the theft to a home.

As part of the evidence collected by the police during the suspect’s 

detention, were several objects that had been taken from said dwelling. The 

women were placed at the orders of the authorities for the respective hearing. 

Cuenca Area Traffic Accidents

(Cuenca) A cyclist and a motorized policeman were injured as a result of 

traffic accidents in the city streets on Friday, February 28th.

At 09:00 on Gran Colombia Street and Luis Cordero, in the Historic Center 

of Cuenca, a policeman from the Motorized Operations Group crashed into the 

side of a car that turned to take a secondary street.

An hour later on Isabel la Católica Avenue and Fray Gaspar de Carvajal, a 

19-year-old man who was riding a bicycle was hit by a car that fled the scene.

The cyclist was assisted by paramedics of the Fire Department and taken to 

Vicente Corral Moscoso hospital.

Traffic agents indicated that citizens who were traveling through the sector 

managed to photograph the car, which will allow the driver to be located.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Cuenca) Sunday morning traffic accidents on the roads of Cuenca left five 

injured and substantial material losses.

The first emergency occurred in the early hours of the Cumbe roundabout, 

where a van and a car collided. Rescuers from the Fire Department and IESS 

helped three wounded, including a five-year-old boy who was transferred to a 

local hospital.

Due to the force of the impact, the truck that transported farm products lost 

control and turned on the road, while the car ended up on the side of the road 

and with a crushed body.

Motorcycles

Between 09:00 and 09:30 there were two separate motorcycle accidents 

CRIME REPORT AND ACCIDENT REPORT
that left two people injured

The first emergency occurred on the road to El Valle, a sector of the Manuela 

Garaicoa educational unit, where a motorcyclist was injured after crashing into 

a car.

The victim was assisted by IESS paramedics and transferred to a hospital.

The second accident occurred at Avenida de las Américas y Amazonas, in 

the Feria Libre sector, where a motorcyclist collided with a taxi.

Citizen Guard and Red Cross personnel assisted two motorcycle occupants. 

After the respective assessments, the driver was transferred to a health home 

and the companion was treated at the scene of the accident forminor blows. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Santa Isabel) Staff of the Fire Department of Santa Isabel attended an 

emergency referred by the ECU 911 in the area of Pasaje Avenue. According to 

the police report, a motorcycle accident left one person injured.

According to the report, a 40-year-old man was found at the scene who had 

not been wearing a helmet and had the smell of liquor on his breath.

After a preliminary diagnosis, paramedics observed a wound on the driver’s 

upper left arm that required treatment.

 

Childhood obesity explodes in Azuay

In Azuay, 30 percent of children over the age of five are victims of obesity, 
according to figures recorded by the Ministry of Public Health. The trend 

is increasing.
Three out of 10 children under five, four out of 10 adolescents and six 

out of 10 adults, have a weight problem, according to Marco Corte, a Zonal 
Nutrition and Food specialist at the Zonal Health Coordination.

He explained that in the last two years, the tendency of children to 
choose unhealthy food has worsened. “They eat a lot of calories and 
sugary drinks and have a sedentary lifestyle that adds to this.” Families 
must take an active role in monitoring what their children consume, said 
the specialist.

Paola Astudillo, a nutritionist the IESS mother and child hospital, says 
that minors can see food as a refuge for their sadness and anxiety over the 
absence of a family nucleus.This triggers several health problems such as 
diabetes, hypertension or insulin resistance.

Solution to Sudoku puzzle on 
page 3
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Inspections underway to thwart price 
gouging in pharmacies

Upon confirmation of the first case of coronavirus (COVID-19) in Ecuador, 
the Government of Azuay announced that they are doing price control 

operations in pharmacies in Cuenca and the province to avoid speculation 
on related products. 

Investigations stated on Saturday, February 29, 2020, in coordination 
with the General Intendance of the Azuay Police and the National Agency 
for Regulation, Control and Health Surveillance. Inspectors carried out 
a control operation on the prices of masks, antibacterial gel and other 
products.

“We call for the calm of the citizens and, above all, to be kept informed 
only through official sources and accounts of the Ministry of Public Health.” 
said Xavier Martínez, governor of Azuay.  

Authorities are calling on the public to report any instances of price 
irregularities they encounter when purchasing any health related products. 

Ecuadorian arrested and charged with 
rape in Spain 

Three men, including an Ecuadorian, are accused of raping a woman in 
Barcelona, Spain.

According to a publication of the Spanish newspaper “La Vanguardia,” 
the three men are a 33-year-old Ecuadorian, a 32-year-old Honduran 
and a 28-year-old Spaniard. They have been arrested and are in jail while 
awaiting a charge hearing.

The incident occurred in the early hours of Saturday, February 29th in 
the Eixampleneighborhood of Barcelona. 

Authorities say that the victim had visited a disco on Casanova Street 
that night, where she met a man who offered to buy her a drink. After 
accepting his offer, the woman was taken from the disco by the man and 
quickly lost consciousness.

Police believe the woman was then raped by the three men in a nearby 
vehicle. The crime was witnessed by two passerby who notified police. 
When the police arrived, they found the semi-conscious woman and one 
of the men both naked from the waist down in the back seat. The two other 
individuals who were involved were arrested after attempting to flee the 
scene.

The witnesses said that they also saw flashing lights inside the car—
police discovered that the assailants had taken photos and videos of the 
victim. 

The victim was taken to a local hospital where she was treated and 
blood samples were taken to determine what, if any, drug have been mixed 
in with her drinks to cause her to lose consciousness. She told police that 
she had no recollection of leaving the disco or how she ended up in the 
vehicle.
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