
The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) 
will provide Ecuador with a loan of $70 million to 

support the progress of a program to change the 
energy matrix in the country. 

This was reported on Tuesday, January 28, 2020 
by the Ministry of Economy in a statement in which 
it stated that the loan has a payment term of 25 

years, which includes a seven grace period, at 
an approximate interest rate of 2.93%.

The Minister of Economy, Richard Martínez, 
signed the credit agreement with JICA, who will 
partially finance four investment projects and 
programs in the electricity sector in Ecuador.

The loan will cover the so-called “Transmission 
Program 2012-2022,” as well as the “Improvement 
Plan for Electric Power Distribution Systems,” the 
project of “Integrated Rural and Maritime Urban 
Electrification (Ferum),” and another of “Energy 
Efficiency for the industry in Ecuador.” 

Martínez highlighted the trust and credibility 
of the international community with Ecuador and 
recalled that, thanks to that opening, “after 24 years 
the Government of Japan returns to lend resources 
to the country to promote development projects.”

In addition, the Ministry 
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Japan will finance program to improve 
Ecuador’s energy matrix

One of the more frustrating questions expats are 
faced with when they move to Ecuador is, “What 

exactly do I need to do about health insurance?”
Whether they have chosen to maintain their 

health insurance in their home country, or have 
decided to cancel it and take out private insurance, or 
government backed insurance here in Ecuador, there 

are a confusing maze of questions to 
wade through that often have only 
partial answers, or no answers at all.

Making this issue even more 
troubling is the Ecuadorian 
government’s stance over the last 
3 years on expatriate insurance 
requirements.

In February of 2017, the 
Ecuadorian government first floated 
the idea of requiring health insurance 
for any foreigners visiting or moving 
to Ecuador. That idea then became a 
“mandatory” insurance requirement 
for tourists entering the country in 
May of 2018. But it did not last. And 
by August of 2018, this requirement 
was reportedly no longer going to be 

enforced.
This issue continues to be a concern for most 

expats, but it is only one of many of the questions 
regarding healthcare in Ecuador (and Cuenca 
specifically) that many of our readers ask us about.

With these questions in mind, 

Why every expat should be thinking about 
health insurance in Ecuador

cont. page 6.
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Pick up a copy of The Cuenca 
Dispatch near you!

You can find The Cuenca Dispatch at 
the following locations:

• Supermaxi El Vergel
• Supermaxi Don Bosco
• Fabianos
• San Sebas Cafe
• Common Grounds
• Oro Verde Cafe
• Cafe Del Museo

• Sabatino’s Garden 
Restaurant

• Sunrise Cafe
• Don Colon
• Creta Restaurant

More locations coming soon!

Want another expat hangout added 
to the list of locations where you can 

find The Cuenca Dispatch?

Let us know!

Email us at 
info@thecuencadispatch.com

`
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Fun By The Numbers

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love Sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will 
have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your 
pencil and put your Sudoku savvy to the test!
Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9X9 grid, broken down into nine 
3X3 boxes. To solve a Sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the number will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

By
Michael
Soares

Pancakes aren’t a political platform

It might surprise you to knowthat I do most of the cooking in our house. It’s 
something I like to do, and it offers me the opportunity to experiment a 

lot. Because we eat vegetarian (well, pescatarian, since we eat seafood), it 
means I have to come up with a lot of new dishes that I didn’t eat growing 
up.

That said, there is one staple that we eat every week—pancakes. We 
both love them, and I enjoy making them. They remind me of my childhood 
(my mother makes great pancakes). 

As you know we have eight dogs. And they know when I’m making 
pancakes. It actually makes them almost docile because they want to 
appear well-behaved so they can have some. I know it’s an act, but I always 
make sure to make some extra pancakes for them as well.

The funny thing is that not all of them like pancakes. Out of the eight, 
only five want them. The other three will sniff around, and even beg for 
them, but then when offered them they quickly turn their heads and walk 
away. What’s really intriguing is that the three dogs who don’t like them are 
a mother and her two daughters.

It makes me wonder, does the mother not like them and the two 
daughters were just raised to believe that pancakes are not good? Do they 
actually know why they don’t like them? Because the other five devour 
them like it was their last meal.

So, is it nature or is it nurture? Are they just doing what their parent 
told them was the best thing to do or is there something in their core that 
makes them not like the taste?

I didn’t make pancakes that often when they were puppies because I 
was still spending most of my time in Cuenca back then. SoI don’t know 
if they would like pancakes had I served them to them when they were 
young. Would they have formed their own opinions back then? Or would 
their mother have even more strongly influenced their food choices.

Looking at the whole situation in a larger context, this same kind of 
thing happens to humans every day. Take me for example. I was raised in 
Massachusetts in a Catholic family (so Catholic in fact that my Aunt is a nun). 
So, by no choice of my own, I was a Catholic. I went to catechism, I took 
my First Communion and my Confirmation, and I went to the obligatory 
masses as I had to.

I didn’t choose that faith; it was chosen for me. Much like my politics. 
Being raised in New England in the 60’s, I was naturally a “Kennedy 
Catholic,” meaning that I was raised a Democrat and absorbed pretty 
liberal thinking. Again, wasn’t my choice, it was simply how it was going to 
be. And, I never really thought anything of it when I was young. I couldn’t’ 
figure out why anyone wouldn’t be a Democrat.

As I got older, much of that changed, several times. In my mid-teens I 
really began to explore religion (my Aunt the nun began giving me different 
books on religion so that I could “find [my] own path”) and by the time I 
entered my 30’s, I had come to the realization that Buddhism was really 
the closest to what my thinking about God was and how I wanted to live 
my life. I’ve been fortunate to keep that as my belief system now for over 
25 years while stillrelishing the ideas that my Aunt helped me to explore.

Politically, I sought out information on all the different platforms and 
ideas that can be found in US politics. I tried to see things in a different 
way and to understand the motivations behind each position. I gave things 
a real hard look and decided that even though there were problems 
throughout the political system, my beliefs, that I felt matched closest to 
my religious path, were found in the Democratic party. 

Of course, there are positions in that platform that don’t sit well with me. 
See answers on page 11

Some of my Republican friends have challenged me on the Democrat’s 
position on abortion. They question how I can say I follow a Buddhist 
lifestyle if I support that. Well, that answer is simplefor me. I am a man. I 
cannot get pregnant. And I can’t fathom the struggles that a woman goes 
through when she feels she has to make that choice. I don’t think I have a 
right to make that decision for her.

I would also challenge how someone who says they are aChristian can 
so vehemently fight for the right to buy and use assault weapons. I can’t 
even imagine how someone who claims to follow the son of God can at the 
same time demand the right to use a gun that was designed for no other 
reason than to kill as many people as possible in a matter of seconds.

So, with that said, I know that I was raised a certain way (and to believe 
pancakes were good) and I chose to look at other ideas and found what I 
believe is true to my nature, at my core. 

But when I look at all the people who are taking this position or that 
on things like abortion, gun control, climate change, political obstruction, 
etc., I have to ask myself, “Did they ever stop and ask themselves why they 
believe this way? Did they come to their position on their own? Was it in 
their nature or were they nurtured to believe the way they do?”

And if the answer to all of those questions is “NO,” then maybe it’s time 
for them to look in the mirror and ask themselves, “Who am I and what do 
I believe at my core?”

It’s not going to be as easy to answer as the question, “Do I like 
pancakes?” But it’s going to give them much more satisfaction if they do.
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recalled that this financing is related to another loan that Ecuador signed 
in July 2019 with theInter-American Development Bank (IDB), for $150 
million, aimed at changing the energy matrix. 

The Japanese ambassador to Quito, Yuji Sudo , highlighted the joint 
work between the Ministry of Economy , the IDB and JICA to “promote this 
project that will benefit Ecuadorians.” The Ministry stressed that Ecuador’s 
energy objectives are to expand, strengthen and improve the operational 
efficiency of the national electricity system. 

This means “facilitating the transport and distribution of energy, 
strengthening the transmission infrastructure, facilitating the use of 
electricity in the agribusiness sector and increasing the level of coverage 
of this service in rural and urban-marginal areas,” said the State.

The signing ceremony of the credit agreement, which was held at the 
headquarters of the Japanese Embassy in Quito, was also attended by 
Takeo Ishikawa of the Japanese Cooperation Agency; Juan Carlos Bermeo, 
Ecuadorian Vice Minister of Energy, and Carlos Echeverría, IDB specialist.

Ecuador has more than 8,600 megawatts of installed power, 60% 
of which corresponds to sources of renewable resources, especially 
hydraulics (rivers); it produces the remaining 40% in plants that use 
petroleum derivatives. 

Extracted from Diario El Comercio

Japan will finance program to improve 
Ecuador’s energy matrix (Cont.)

Lots of new traffic signals but little relief 
from traffic jams

With the construction of the tram, 1,180 traffic devices were installed 
in the city. Now these signals are causing large traffic jams during 

peak traffic hours. “A necessary evil,” says Felipe Cárdenas, one of many 
drivers being affected by the new systems.

He says he feels it’s because of the large number of these devices 
that exist in the city and that they, more than traffic flow, are generating 
congestion. Cárdenas believes that most of these devices are uncalibrated 
and complains that in some cases the programming time is exaggerated 
and in others they do not give pedestrians time.

“There is almost no time to cross from one side to the other,” laments 
Sonia Paucar, who emphasizes that traffic lights for pedestrians do not 
even give 10 seconds for people to cross.

In the historic center alone, there are 107 traffic lights dating back 10 
years. But according to Guilherme Chalhoub, municipal director of Mobility 

and Transportation Management, they are in good condition and provide 
good service.

On Vega Muñoz street, from Juan Jaramillo to Pío Bravo, the devices 
are not synchronized to allow the flow of vehicles to progress continuously.

At an intersection with Juan Jaramillo, the traffic light lasts longer than 
at the intersection with Lamar or Gran Colombia Street, for example. “The 
traffic lights are outdated, some have the green light set for a few seconds 
and in other cases for too much time,” said Marcelo Pinos.

On Benigno Malo Street, from Sangurima to Long Street, however, the 
exchange of lights is more fluid and allows the flow of vehicles to proceed 
quickly.

For Chalhoub, the work to manage the signals is continuous, so that 
the traffic lights are operational. “There are 50-year historical traffic lights 
in the world that are operational with maintenance,” said the official. He 
added that those in Cuenca are calibrated by time, work carried out by the 
Mobility Management Department.

In total 126 smart traffic lights were installed in the historic center, which 
are served by the Municipality. With the construction of the tram line, 1,180 
of them were installed on the route. Of these, 560 signals are for vehicles, 
412 are for pedestrians and 210 are for the tram.

According to the driver Alfonso Piedra, this “exaggerated” amount of 
devices has forced the speed of the vehicles to be dramatically reduced 
and they also cause congestion in sectors with large pedestrian traffic and 
cars such as La Feria Libre (El Arenal sector), the 9 de Octoubre market, 
Avenue de Las Americas and Avenue España.

In its second debate on the topic, this Tuesday the Cantonal Council 
of Cuenca approved the “Ordinance for the Protection of the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities of the Canton Cuenca.”

Daniel Villavicencio, leader of the Society of Non-Seers of Azuay 
(SONVA), said that among the benefits for people with disabilities are tax 
exemptions, fees and contributions, as well as payments for basic services 
.The approved ordinance is made up of six chapters, has 38 articles, 8 
general provisions, 4 transitory, 3 derogations and one conclusion. The 
ordinance seeks to guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities, 
establishing rules around the adaptation of infrastructure that allows 
the accessibility of the beneficiaries to public spaces and buildings, and 
private ones that involve a massive concentration of people, among other 
aspects.

The ordinance, in its transitory provisions, even obliges the Municipality 
of Cuenca, its dependencies, companies and entities attached to make 
appropriate adjustments in its facilities to facilitate access for people with 
disabilities, which includes the placement of ramps, railings, elevators, 
signage and the devices that are necessary for compliance with the 
standard, except in those where, according to technical report, it is not 
possible. 

Ordinance for the protection of persons 
with disabilities approved by Cantonal 
Council
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This past Monday, Juan Carlos Aguirre, former manager of EMOV, gave 
his resignation from the position he has been developing since the 

beginning of the administration of Mayor Pedro Palacios.
Aguirrebegan his announcement with thanks to the 700 employees 

working at EMOV for “the commitment they demonstrated in recent 
months.”

Throughout the press conference, Aguirre, referred to different issues 
that in recent weeks were the subject of public debate.

He made reference to the salary increase that councilman Alfredo 
Aguilar has made an issue of. “It [the salary increase] was not requested for 
the upper management. The salary increase was to request 5% more for all 
the staff except managers,”he explained.

He also referred to alleged cases of nepotism. “They denounced that 
I have hired a cousin of my wife as a subjective agent. However, she has 
been a Municipal Corporation official for 12 years and came to EMOV on a 
temporary basis,” he said.

He also denied that he intended to make certain traffic violations 
disappear from the law.

With this, Aguirre said goodbye to his management of EMOV, a position 
he held for 8 months. He pointed out that his resignation is in response to 
differences in the management criteria that the Mayor has followed.

“I do not share some particularities of the management model, due to 
the zero planning that exists and to maintain a legal team in the city of 
Quito that does not know the city of Cuenca and that detracts from serious 
local problems,” he said.

Aguirre leaves EMOV due to differences 
with the municipal administration

Cuencanos may be able to dodge 
impact of coronavirus

The last viral crisis that affected Ecuador considerably was due to the 
AH1N1 (oe “swine flu”) epidemic that started in May of 2009. This left 

a culture of how to be prepared for possible global infection conditions.
Social factors, such as hygiene habits, may make it possible for Ecuador 

to avoid being a target for the spread of the Wuhan coronavirus.
In Cuenca, frequent hand washing, the use of antiseptic alcohol, 

covering the face when sneezing and not self-medicating are some of 
the actions that health experts are suggesting be taken to prevent the 
possible outbreak.

Luisa Pino is clear about this recommendation and yesterdays he went 
to a hospital for a checkup. While talking with a friend, a sneeze arose and 
her action was to cover her face with the inside of her elbow.

She said she knows the rules of prevention of infectious respiratory 
diseases and “it is a matter of culture, I cannot leave my germs in the air for 
someone to become contaminated,” said the young woman.

Ten years ago, the AH1N1 flu spread throughout the world and with it 
“the measures and recommendations were triggered so that [Ecuadorian] 
citizens consider it important to be prepared for respiratory infections.”

A mask covered the face of Ana Angulo who yesterday went to the 
Vicente Corral Moscoso Hospital to have some medical tests done. She 

said she had a respiratory infection and should be concerned about 
spreading it.

She added that since the ‘swine flu’ virus, as it was also known since 
2009 when the first case arose in Ecuador, she has taken into account the 
recommendations of the health entities.

“First, hygiene is important because from there all kinds of illness are 
unleashed and even more contagious and respiratory,” she said.

Protocols
Martha Jaramillo, an epidemiologist at the Ministry of Health, said that 

the authorities and medical staff know what they have to do with possible 
cases of coronaviruses, although they have not been confirmed in the 
country.

“We are prepared for cases of acute respiratory infections and have 
managed it since previous years with seasonal influenza and AH1N1 
influenza.”

She clarified that to identify patients with the presence of respiratory 
diseases, the required processes such as isolation and subsequent 
asymptomatic treatment will be performed, depending on the infection.

Jaramillo added that within the national security protocols the controls 
are applied and intensified, especially with people coming into Ecuador by 
air, sea and land.

The head of Health Surveillance of the Zonal Coordination 6 of Health, 
Andrés Guncay, explained that before the coronavirus even came to be, 
there was already greater awareness about respiratory infections on the 
part of the citizens. 
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The Cuenca Dispatch (TCD) sat 
down with Daniela Cordero and 
Ramiro Crespo, of Cuenca Expat 
Health Insurance, to try to get 
answers to some of the questions 
expats are asking.

Daniela and Ramiro opened 
their office here in October of 2018 
and have quickly been gaining 
the trust and respect of many 
of Cuenca’s expats. They are 
part of a larger company called 
Megabrokers out of Quito and have 
recently become the exclusive 
providers of BMI medical insurance 
plans for the expat market here in 
Cuenca.

TCD: First, thank for you sitting 
down with us and congratulations 
on getting the exclusive 
arrangement with BMI for expat 
clients here in Cuenca. Why don’t 
you tell us about that?

Ramiro: Well, we are really 
excited about this, because BMI is 
one of the largest medical insurers 
in Ecuador and has been in the 
country for over 25 years. They are 
an international company, based 
out of Miami, but they only recently 
opened a branch here in Cuenca.

Daniela: Yes, what matters 
the most about BMI is that they 
understand international clients, 
so we have been able to work 
with them to offer expats a plan 
that really fits their needs. As part 
of Megabrokers, we offer other 
international providers, but the 
BMI plan we now have is almost 
uniquely tailored to work for expats.

Ramiro: Daniela brings up a 
good point: we only work with 
international companies that can 
offer plans that help our clients 
here and out of the country. We 
don’t work with companies that are 
only operating in Ecuador. We find 
that those plans don’t fit the needs 
of many of our expat clients.

TCD: Okay, thanks for bringing 
that up. You also mentioned that 
expats have some special needs 
that you feel the local companies 
don’t offer. What do you mean by 
that?

Ramiro: Well, for one thing, most 
of our clients are first only seeking 
a catastrophic. They ask for this for 
two reasons, first, they generally 
keep their Medicare coverage 
(called the same in the US and 
Canada), and in a lot of cases their 
supplement insurance as well. But 
they know they need emergency 

care here. They don’t care about 
going back to the US to get their 
routine care, at least when they first 
move here.

Daniela: That’s right. But also 
remember—and we make this 
very clear to all of our clients—
health insurance plans in Ecuador 
don’t usually cover pre-existing 
conditions for the first two years. 
But by law, they have to cover them 
after that up to 20 Ecuadorian basic 
salaries. So, for most newcomers, 
they need to keep what they had 
at home if they have pre-existing 
conditions.

TCD: Do you recommend they 
keep their plans permanently in 
their home countries?

Ramiro: Well, that’s really all 
client specific. For example, some 
clients have such serious pre-
existing conditions that they want 
to keep their specialists in the US 
or Canada. So sometimes they only 
get catastrophic here and keep 
those plans at home. Sometimes, 
that keep those home plans and 
get a full medical insurance plan 
here. And of course, after two-
years, some drop their home 
coverage and get a full plan here.

Again, a lot of factors go into 
that decision. But keep in mind, 
they are spending anywhere up 
to 3 to 4 times as much for their 
supplement plans in the US for 
example, as they would pay here 
for an equivalent plan here.

TCD: But isn’t that because they 
are less confident in the healthcare 
here?

Daniela: Sure, that’s part of it. 
But what they need to consider 
is that for a lot of routine health 
issues, they aren’t going to want to 
travel back to their home country. 

If someone is having trouble 
breathing here, they are going to 
go to the Emergency Room to get 
checked out. Having a medical 
plan here—and a regular doctor—
only makes sense.

TCD: But can’t they just “self-
insure?” Because the cost of care 
here is so much less expensive 
than in the US let’s say.

Ramiro: That’s true. But you have 
to think about their overall care for 
the year, or longer. Someone who 
intends to stay here for good—
even if they plan to go back to the 
US one or two months a year to 
visit family—is likely going to need 
medical care here as they get older. 
So, at some point they are going to 
want to have medical insurance. 
And keep in mind, there is a two-
year lead time on any pre-existing 
conditions, so that has to factor into 
that.

TCD: It sounds like you’re both 
in agreement that expats should 
consider getting health insurance 
here, but let’s get back to that 
question about how good the care 
is here.

Ramiro: Look, there are a lot of 
therapies here that are as good as 
in North America, some that are not. 
Take cardiac care here for example. 
It’s good and getting better every 
day. We have a lot of expat clients 
who have cardiac issues and are 
very happy with the doctors they 
have found here. And most expats 
know-how good hip and knee 
replacements are here.

Daniela: And respiratory care is 
very good here as well. Really, for 
most conditions, you are going to 
be able to find a good doctor here. 

Will you find as many as in the US? 
Of course not. But another thing 
we like about the BMI plan is that 
it does not cover services through 

Why every expat should be thinking about 
health insurance in Ecuador (Cont.)
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a network. It covers service wherever you go. Patients are not locked into 
one set of hospitals and clinics or doctors. They can find the best and go 
to whoever they want.

TCD: Do the other local plans offer that?
Ramiro: No, and again, this is why we are so happy to be representing 

BMI to the expats.
TCD: A lot of expats are on IESS. So, why would someone be better off 

getting a private health insurance plan instead of just going to IESS?
Daniela: Well, first of all, the price of IESS for expats is not much less 

than what they would pay for a private plan. Second, the IESS system is 
very difficult to traverse. Many expats end up paying a medical facilitator to 
help them get what they need out of the system. Don’t get me wrong, for 
many Ecuadorians this is all they can get for health care coverage and they 
are happy for it. But there are much better options.

TCD: Okay, two more questions that we know our readers are going to 
want to know answers to. First, tell us about the costs of the BMI plans. 
Second, and don’t be afraid to tell us you don’t know the answer to this, but 
are expats required by law to have health insurance in Ecuador?

Ramiro: Okay, let me take the first question because Daniela has been 
meeting with several lawyers for opinions on the second question.

The plan prices we can offer are very reasonable because the coverage 
is significant. Without getting into the nitty and gritty of each plan, let me 
say this. We think that the BMI plan we can offer expats covers all of their 
needs, and a lot more than the other plans available in town.

One thing that we think is invaluable is the ability to go see any doctor 
or visit any hospital you want. That can be the difference between good or 
great care, depending on your needs.

Second, our prescription coverage is very, very good. And that should 
be factored into any economic analysis of plans someone is looking at.

That said, what Daniela and I do for our clients is help them figure out 
exactly what they need and show them what options they have based on 
that. We are building long-term relationships with our clients so helping 
them feel satisfied is what is most important for us.

Daniela: What Ramiro says is so true. Every client is different and has 
different needs. And our job is to help them be happy and to feel they can 
live healthy lives here in Cuenca.

Now, your second question, “Are expats required by law to have health 
insurance?” is a very confusing issue.

Actually, the law says that everyone—not just expats—is required to 
have health insurance. Though there is a separate section that deals with 
foreigners. However, after having raised this very question with multiple 
lawyers over the last month, there is no firm 100% correct answer.

What it comes down to is this, even though the law says foreigners 
need to have insurance, the law does not specify the enforcement for not 
having it. So, no one really knows what to do about a foreigner not having 
it. Can that present a problem for an expat travelling back here from a visit 
to the US? Maybe. Maybe not.

The law does specify a penalty of 17% of the person’s wage. So, if a 
foreigner quoted a certain monthly income to get their Visa, then maybe 
they can be charged 17% of that amount. Again, no one knows for sure.

But my—our—position on this is simple. If you plan on living here, 
even for a short time, you should have some type of catastrophic health 
insurance. Because even though health care is much less expensive here, 
a heart attack and long-term stay in a hospital can still add up to large 
numbers. And, if you plan on staying here permanently, why wouldn’t you 
want to have your healthcare taken care of here?

TCD: Well, Ramiro and Daniela, thank you for helping to clear up some 
of the questions regarding expat health insurance here in Ecuador. We 
appreciate your time and your willingness to be so open with some of your 
answers. I’m sure you’ve given many of our readers some food for thought.

The  Cuenca  Expat  Health  Insurance  office  is  located at:   Av. 
Remigio Tamaríz and    Av. Solano, Edificio Office, 5th floor, Office 
5-5. For more information, contact Ramiro and Daniela at:info@
cuencaexpathealthinsurance.com or 099-520-6384 or visit: 
cuencaexpathealthinsurance.com.
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Drivers who go over the posted 50 kilometers per hour speed limit on 
Ricardo Durán Avenue, known as the road to Baños, are going to be 

quite surprised; they’ll now be penalized with a fine of $120, for speeding.
The fine began on Monday, once the Public Mobility, Transit and 

Transportation Company, (EMOV), announced that (after the socialization 
stage) speed control radar systems became operational.

The area controlled by the photosensors is between Avenida de Las 
Américas and Luis Godín, in both directions.

According to article 389 of the Organic Comprehensive Criminal Code, 
the driver who exceeds the permitted speed limits will be sanctioned with 
a fine equivalent to 30 percent of a basic salary.

Signaling
Upon entering the radar-controlled zone there is horizontal and vertical 

signaling that warns drivers about the speed limit and the presence of 
road safety devices.

Prior to passing through the camera that registers the offending vehicle, 
there is an electronic panel that indicates the driver’s speed.

The implementation of these radar devices generates divided opinions, 
on the one hand there are those who believe that it is good because it 
reduces the risk of being run over and losing their lives, and on the other 
are those who maintain that it is a way for the city to get money.

“Since they put in the radar systems there have been no accidents. It 
seems to me that it is a good measure for drivers to know that this is not a 
highway,” said Rebeca Urgilés, a resident of the sector.

One of those objecting to the new system is Councilman Cristian 
Zamora, who on his Twitter account wrote: “I denounce this abuse of the 
EMOV, the technical study indicates the speed is 60 km/h and not 50 
km/h. Decisions are made technically not for collection purposes. You 
have to control for road safety not to reach out to people.”

The EMOV announced that soon the photosensors installed on Avenida 
de Las Américas will be also enabled, between De Las Laderas street and 
the gas station of the Choferes Syndicate, where the speed limit is 50 
kilometers per hour.

Radar activated on the road to Baños, 
section of Las Américas to follow

In 2020, the Municipality of Cuenca hopes to increase bicycle users through 
the sustainable transport system “Public Bike.” Since the beginning of the 

project, the number of trips on this means of transport in Cuenca grew by 
14 percent.

From the inception of the program, 37,685 trips have been recorded. 
That’s up 14% since the end of 2019, which closed with 32,506 trips.

In March 2019, when the project started, 145 trips were registered. In 
April 2019, when it went into full operation, there were 994 trips and the 
number of bike uses a month later was 2,142.

In June 2019 the trips rose to 3,196 and in July it increased to 4,341. In 
August, for vacations, there was a drop in use and the number of trips only 
reached 3,310.

The number of trips rose again in September to 4,683. Then in October 
there was another reduction in use to 4,223 trips. That jumped to 5,007 
trips in November 2019, which officials believe was related to tourists who 
visited the city for the Festival de Cuenca. This belief is backed by the drop 
in December to 4,465 trips. 

Currently, the number of users registered in the system is 7,060. Users 
pay $1.25 per day to use the bikes. City planners believe the number of 
users will continue to increase in the coming months and will change the 
mobility dynamics of the city.

According to Verónica Ormazábal, coordinator of the mobility project of 
the Mobility Company of Cuenca (EMOV), one of the projects that EMOV 
is planning to take on is the request made by residents of Sayausí, who 
have asked for  the creation of a route, or corridor, that runs from the sector 
of the Heart of Jesus to the parish. The technical visits and the analysis 
of a possible placement of new stations for this route have already been 
carried out.

However, Ormazábal explained that for the project to be viable, 
resources are required and “the system works through advertising; those 
interested can place the image of their company or the event that needs 
to be promoted directly in the application in order to subsidize the system 
so it can continue to grow ”.

In addition, the Mobility Management Directorate plans to expand the 
cycleway network, which is under analysis to determine how much the 
project could cost, according to director Guilherme Chalhoub.

Cuenca’s transport sector generates 57 percent of its carbon footprint. 
Environmental pollution is one of the challenges Municipality of Cuenca 
hopes to rectify, so this and other projects, such as superblocks, are part of 
the solution to its plan to reduce emissions at least 30% by 2050.

Stations
Cuencanos can take a bike from various stations throughout the city; 

the station with the highest demand is the Parque Calderón station, which 
register 500 to 700 daily trips.

Wendy Jaramillo leaves her home in the Remigio Crespo sector (where 
one of the 20 stations is located) and takes one of the 240 bicycles located 
throughout the city, to go to the El Vergel square. She said that the bike 
allows her to travel the city in less time. “When I go to university, there is 
nothing more effective than the bike.”

A credit card and the system’s mobile application are needed to access 
the Public Bicycle System.

The number of trips by Public Bike 
grows with over 7,000 registered users
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The construction of a new and modern viewpoint with a cafeteria, the 
restoration of roads and spaces for pedestrians, the central square, the 

church and the atrium, are part of the project that the parish GAD of Turi 
presented to the municipal authorities, one that is gradually taking shape.

The coordinator of El Barranco Foundation, Javier González, said that 
the pertinent procedures to access credit at the Development Bank of 
Ecuador (BEDE), are currently being fulfilled for the amount of $1,600,000. 
With these resources the works are now being scheduled to begin in June 
and will last for approximately 10 months.

Paúl Pañi, President of the GAD Parish, indicated that this remodeling 
project has been worked on since 2016 and has represented a major effort 
for the parish.

“In an agreement with El Barranco Foundation, $38,786 was contributed 
for the studies of this ambitious project, many doors have been knocked 
[on] in search of financing to crystallize this work of collective benefit,” said 
Pañi.

The leader stressed that the project is comprehensive, and the goal 
is for visitors to have places to eat, view local crafts, use sanitary rest 
areas, and most importantly to have access and facilities for people with 
disabilities.

One of the points that Pañi highlights is the economic issue; he said the 
importance of the income that tourism brings to the parish, meant it was 
necessary to adapt adequate and modern spaces for visitors.

“To boost the economy of our artisans, entrepreneurs and population, 
they will have new spaces to exhibit and sell their products,” he said.

During the time that the works are executed, Pañi indicated that access 
to the viewpoint will not be interrupted.

Additionally, security in Turi will be reinforced as they are working 
with the National Police in a comprehensive prevention program for the 
tranquility of the residents of the parish, as well as national and foreign 
tourists who visit this traditional place daily. 

Turi to begin large restoration and 
remodeling project in 2020

Music, folk dances, costumes, the joy and culture surrounding Carnival 
take leading roles in a new show that opened at the Inter-American 

Center for Popular Arts (CIDAP).

This exhibition called “Mascaradas en Carnaval,” is a narrative of 
the ways in which this festivity will be celebrated in countries such as 
Ecuador, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Peru, Venezuela, Chile, Colombia 
and Spain.

The exhibition displays typical costumes of the central characters 
of the Carnival of each of the participating countries. The public is also 
be able to observe the traditional masks and other cultural elements 
for this annual “party.”

The opening ceremony of “Masquerades in Carnival” was held on 
Thursday at the Museum of Popular Arts of America, located on Paseo 
Tres de Noviembre and Francisco Sojos Jaramillo Steps, El Barranco 
sector.

The exhibition will be open until March 2020 from Monday to Friday 
from 08:00 to 17:00 and Saturdays from 09:00 to 16:00. 

“Mascaradas en Carnaval” exhibit opens 
at CIDAP

So far this month, the Ministry of Government, the National 
Customs Service (Senae), and the National Police have carried 

out 6,021 operations dedicated to controlling fuel smuggling at the 
country’s borders.

In addition, there were another 2,067 stock controls at gas 
distribution tanks and 2,372 controls for the sale of hydrocarbons, 
said Government Minister Romo.

The priority control for this year will be aimed at gasoline and 
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG). “We are focused on identifying the 
great beneficiaries of fuel smuggling,” said the Minister.

According to the data of the Internal Revenue Service (SRI), only 
30 percent of invoices issued for the sale of hydrocarbons are in the 
name of the buyer.

Another 30 percent of the billing does not include the name of 
the buyer, only the item “final consumer” (consumidor final). Another 
30 percent of gasoline sales are not billed at all.

The data, according to Romo, is extremely worrisome as the State 
allocates a fuel subsidy that amounts to $1.4 billionanually. That 
amount increases to $2.3 billion if LPG is taken into consideration.

Romo highlighted two cases within the controls carried out 
in 2019. One occurred in Sozoranga and Macará, related to the 
smuggling of fuel to Peru. The second case occurred in San Gabriel, 
Julio Andrade and Tulcán with hydrocarbons that were taken to 
Colombia.

According to Minister Romo, the low cost of fuel in Ecuador 
and the large number of coca crops in Colombia, make cocaine 
production cheaper on the Colombian-Ecuadorian border than 
anywhere else in the rest of the world.

Minister María Paula Romo says Ecuador 
is going after fuel smuggling gangs in 
the northern and southern border areas 
of the country
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Cuenca and National Criminal Activity 

(Cuenca) On Monday afternoon, January 27, 2020, Judge Sonia Cárdenas 

issued preventive detention for Paúl Andrés P. and the periodic presentation, 

every week, before the authority, for William Alonso P. The two brothers are 

prosecuted as alleged perpetrators of the homicide of Darwin Paul Puma, 18.

At the request of the Prosecutor’s Office, the Judge ordered protective 

measures in favor of the victim’s next of kin and witnesses.

Prosecutor Fernanda Aguirre stated that the defendants were arrested, after 

having been identified as suspects of the death of a victim, which occurred on 

the afternoon of Sunday, January 26, in the Mayancela sector, in Cuenca.

Reportedly, the two brothers and the victim met to talk: there was a 

discussion between them and at that time the defendants physically assaulted 

the young man. One of them (prosecuted), Paúl Andrés P., also stabbed him in 

the thorax, which caused his death.

After the fact, the brothers fled on a motorcycle and were captured hours 

later. One of them had in their possession the weapon with which the crime 

was committed.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Cuenca) During a preventive operation carried out at the Feria Libre by 

police officers from the El Batán Circuit, a subject involved in drug micro-

trafficking was arrested.

The police report notes that around 11:00 a.m. on Monday, police noticed 

that an individual adopted an evasive attitude and when asked to agree to a 

body search he made a scene in order for people to form a crowd and avoid 

his arrest.

Agents reported that the suspect argued that it was his job to buy the food 

and that he did no harm to anyone.

Once arrested, he was transferred to the Community Police Unit where they 

found that among his clothes, he had 17 small bags containing 4.64 grams of 

cocaine and 13 bags with a weight of 26.40 grams of marijuana.

They also found eight dollars, presumably, as a result of the sale of small 

doses to local consumers.

The alleged micro-trafficker was identified as Jonathan Cristopher, 23, who 

was handed over to the competent authorities for trial.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Cuenca) On Tuesday night, January 28, 2020, the National Police raided a 

house in Cuenca where a citizen accused of the crime of fraud and abuse of 

trust lived.

According to information provided by the National Police, the defendant 

took advantage of his status as a worker of a company dedicated to the sale of 

mobile equipment, accessories and appliances to request customers to make 

deposits corresponding to merchandise payments into his personal account.

The economic damage of the crime reached was $40,000. In addition, the 

agents recovered 22 mobile phones, accessories, checks from different banks 

and deposit vouchers and a notebook with accounts receivable notes.

The accused of this crime was not captured. Police said the citizen fled to 

Spain before the raid.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Cuenca) On Tuesday, criminals stole the radio out of a Chevrolet Grand 

Vitara vehicle that was parked on Miguel Cordero streets and Fray Vicente 

Solano avenue.

The car owner said that at 08:00, he left his car to make an appointment in 

a hospital. He said it did not take more than 10 minutes, but when he returned, 

he found the ungrateful surprise that his dashboard was busted, and the radio 

had been taken.

The citizen called the criminals audacious because in a short time they 

raised the hood to deactivate the alarm, forced the door and dismantled the 

radio. 

He said he will not report the case because he believes it will be a waste of 

time because he hears news about theft every day and there are no answers.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Cuenca) On Tuesday night, January 28, 2020, a man was arrested for the 

alleged theft of a cell phone from a woman. The event happened in the Historic 

Center of Cuenca.

The subject identified as Carlos Alberto C., 33, who also has a sentence 

CRIME REPORT AND ACCIDENT REPORT
of 2 years and 8 months in prison for the crime of attack and resistance, was 

arrested by agents of the Tourism Unit Police after he stole a cell phone from 

a woman in the center.

According to a preliminary version, the man assaulted a citizen and tried to 

hide in a restaurant where he was apprehended.

The subject tried to get rid of the cell phone and a knife he used to attack 

the victim and hid in the bathroom of a place located on Mariano Cueva and 

Juan Jaramillo. The woman recognized her phone and the assailant.

After the hearing on charges that took place on the morning of Wednesday, 

January 29, the judge issued preventive detention for Carlos Alberto C.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Riobamba) In the city of Riobamba, a Cuencano is being detained for the 

crime of fraud committed in Alausí.

The citizen identified as John Alejandro SA, was captured in Huaquillas 

when he tried to leave the country and was transferred to the Riobamba prison. 

The defendant offered the victims work visas for the United States and Canada.

John Alejandro SA cheated citizens by telling them that he would get them 

the appointment at the consulate and that they would leave with their work 

visa, however, that appointment was never made.

In Cuenca, there are 16 complaints for the same crime against the same 

citizen. 

“In the city of Cañar and Azogues there are also 6 complaints for the same 

crime. The defendant never had a landline number and that is why it was more 

difficult for his victims to contact him,” said the lawyer of one of the people 

cheated.

Carlos, one of the complainants, announced that he met John through 

common friendships and that he offered him a job. “I had to find people 

who are interested in the trip and help them process the delivery of financial 

resources,” he said.

He explained that twice he gave cash to the defendant, but that “the 

appointments at the consulate and the trips offered were never made.”

Carlos now faces a lawsuit for $7,000, money he gave to the defendant. His 

defense attorney indicated that the economic damage of the multiple scams 

committed by John Alejandro SA amounts to $80,000. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Nulti) Two citizens were saved from being lynched by the inhabitants of 

the Allpayacu community, belonging to the Nulti parish, after being caught 

breaking into a house.

Preliminary information provided by the inhabitants of the sector indicates 

that the owners of the house noticed the presence of three strangers inside 

the house and alerted other neighbors of their presence.

Upon observing that the owners noticed their presence, the alleged 

criminals rushed out and got into a Grand Vitara vehicle.

Because of the rapid action of the neighbors, the driver lost control of the 

car and ended up in a ditch. One of the alleged criminals fled the scene, while 

the other two were apprehended by the residents.

The community immediately set the vehicle on fire.

After their retention, uniformed National Police arrived at the scene to 

rescue the subjects and place them at the orders of the competent authority.

A police report adds that when entering their personal data in the police 

system, it was known that the citizen René Daniel AS, 40 years old and José 

Antonio PR, 37, record 11 and six detentions, respectively, for their alleged 

participation in crimes of robbery.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Loja) After two months of investigations, on the afternoon of Friday, 

January 24th, the State Attorney General’s Office, together with the National 

Police, made the arrest warrant for citizen Luis G. suspected of the death of 

journalist Jimmy Veintimilla. 

Hours later, the hearing for the formulation of charges occurred and the 

judge of the Criminal Judicial Unit of Loja, issued preventive detention for Luis 

G.’s alleged involvement in the crime of theft resulting in death.

The incident occurred on November 28, 2919, near the Language Institute 

of the National University of Loja, in the area known as Celi Román. The victim 

fought back during the assault. The defendant attacked him and ended his life, 
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Solution to Sudoku puzzle on page 3

then took his backpack and other belongings.

Veintimilla was found lifeless the next day, with signs of being strangled. 

One of the elements that allowed the location and subsequent capture of 

the accused, was a cell phone that was found at the crime scene that did not 

belong to the victim.

Cuenca Area Traffic Accidents 

(Cuenca) Emergency services provided first aid to 30 citizens who were 
injured after a violent traffic accident on the Pan-American South, Zhucay 
sector.

The accident happened at 3:00 p.m. Monday, when an inter-parroquial 
bus that covered the Cuenca-Cumbe route, after hitting a van which was 
moving in the opposite direction, turned on the road.

Firefighters rescued the wounded inside the bus, while other rescuers 
removed the driver from the truck that was trapped in his vehicle.

A triage area was established on the road, where paramedics evaluated 
the injured, and depending on the severity of their injuries transferred them 
to hospital centers or health sub-centers.

Patricio Lucero, head of the Fire Department, reported that five patients 
were seriously injured, three had severe injuries and the rest had minor 
injuries.

Edison Moscoso, provincial director of the Traffic Commission of 
Ecuador, said it is being investigated to determine which of the vehicles 
invaded lanes.

According to the first inquiries made by the agents of the Office of Traffic 
Accident Investigations, there were indications of speeding.

*(Tarqui) A violent crash between two trucks on the Panamericana Sur, 
in the Tarqui service station sector, left two people injured. The incident 
happened around 5:00 p.m. on Monday.

Two people were treated by the personnel of the Fire Department of 
Cuenca, the Ministry of Public Health, MSP, and the Ecuadorian Institute of 
Social Security, IESS.

Meanwhile, uniforms of the Traffic Commission of Ecuador began with 
the first investigations to determine responsibilities.

Due to the seriousness of the accident, vehicular passage on the road 
was restricted, and cars that were travelling on the South Pan American 
Highway were forced to take alternate routes. 

Researchers from the Galapagos National Park are following the path of 
a whale shark named “Hope”, who was fitted with a tracking device in 

September 2019, on Darwin Island, north of the archipelago.
The animal is now in French Polynesia according to the tracking device 

that was placed by scientists. According to the data obtained so far, hope—
adult female—has traveled 5,560 kilometers since the scientists first met 
up with her in Galapagos.

Scientists expect to retrieve the tracking device from the mammoth 
whale in the first week of February. They are looking forward to examining 
the boundless level of information the device has been recording, such as 
the whale’s diving habits, behaviors and depths this giant of the seas has 
plunged to.

The research is a joint effort between members of the Galapagos Whale 
Shark Project (GWSP), the Directorate of the Galapagos National Park 
(DPNG), the Galapagos Science Center (GSC), the Mega Marine Wildlife 
Foundation (MMF)and the Georgia Aquarium in the United States. 

Whale shark tracked by Galapagos Park 
scientists will soon provide them with 
unfathomable information

Over the last two years, Ecuador set out to improve connectivity with 
the main tourist points in the world and the strategy, at least in Spain 

, is starting to work. In 2018, just over 100,000 Spanish visitors arrivedto 
Ecuador; in 2019 the figure jumped to 120,133.

The growth of 16.6% is linked to the increase in direct airline flights 
between Spain and Ecuador, according to Tourism Minister Rosa Prado de 
Holguín, who attended the 40th edition of the International Tourism Fair 
(Fitur), in Madrid last week.

The airline Iberia now has seven trips a week between the two countries, 
while Air Europa and Plus Ultra have three each. This has prompted the 
arrival of Spanish tourists who alone last year spent$175 million in the 
country. The average expense per person is about $1,455.

Compared to the two million people who arrived in Ecuador in 2019, 
Spaniards spend about $200 more, and their average stay is six days longer 
than the rest of the tourist pool. “That’s why this market is so attractive,” 
says Prado.

Ecuador on display at Fitur
Fourteen private and five public companies (Quito Tourism, Guayaquil 

is My Destination, Chimborazo Prefecture, Provincial Government of 
Tungurahua and Municipality of Latacunga) had a space at the Ecuador 
stand in Fitur. This year’s event recorded a record 255,000 visitors. For 
five days, the exhibitors promoted Ecuador as an inclusive, accessible, 
sustainable, competitive and innovative destination.

Attendees were able to witness how the “Fiesta de la Mama Negra” 
is celebrated or taste the homeland cuisine by chefs such as Juan Pablo 
Holguín or Javier Endara who prepared a variety of dishes, some typical of 
the so-called magical towns (Patate, Zaruma, Cotacachi, San Gabriel and 
Alausí). 

Over 16% more Spanish tourists visited 
Ecuador in 2019



Looking to rent or sell your apartment, 
house, or land? 

Contact us to include your listing in the 
next issue!
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